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Affluent African-Americans
are leaving industrial cities for
the suburbs and the South
shifting traditional lines be-
tween rich and poor, accord-
ing to new study.
Their migration is widening the
income gap between whites
and the inner-city black popu-
lation who remain behind,
while making African-Ameri-
cans less united as a group
and subject to greater income
disparities.
Roderick Harrison, a Howard
University sociologist and
former chief of racial statis-
tics at the Census Bureau,
said: ‘Reverse migration is
changing the South and its
race relations.’Happy fami-
lies: Cities such as Detroit,
Chicago and Philadelphia
have been particularly hurt by
an exodus of middle-class Af-
rican-Americans  He said a
rising black middle class is pro-
moting a growing belief among
some black conservatives that
problems of the disadvantaged
are now rooted more in char-
acter or cultural problems,
rather than race.
However Mr Harrison said
most black Americans main-
tain a strong racial identity,
focused on redressing per-
ceived lack of opportunities.
This is in part because many
of them maintain close ties to
siblings or other blacks who
are less successful.
‘I don’t think suburban blacks
are yet driven by their higher
income or new locations, al-
though this might have a
greater effect in a generation
or two,’ he added.
Figures released this week
also revealed that the typical
white person last year earned
income roughly 1.7 times

African-Americans trail
whites the most in econom-
ics and social justice, accord-
ing to the National Urban
League.
African-Americans are far-
ing slightly worse relative to
their white counterparts than
they did last year, according
to an index released Thurs-
day by the National Urban
League.
The group’s 2011 Equality
Index stands at 71.5%, com-
pared to a revised index last
year of 72.1%, the league
said as it released its annual

report, called The State of Black
America.
An equality index of less than
100% suggests blacks are do-
ing worse relative to whites,
while an index greater than
100% suggests blacks are do-
ing better.
The league attributed the 2011
drop to a decline in the econom-
ics index, driven by housing and
wealth factors, and to a decline
in the health index, driven by
children’s health.
Economics and social justice
continue to be the areas in which
blacks trail whites the most, with

ratings of 56.9% and 58% re-
spectively. Those are followed
by health at 75% and educa-
tion at 78.9%.
Since the Equality Index was
introduced in 2005, research-
ers have found growing equal-
ity between blacks and whites
in the unemployment rate, the
percentage of uninsured, the in-
carceration rate, and prisoners
as a percentage of arrests, the
league said.
The index has also charted
growing inequality over that
period in rates of poverty,
home ownership, school enroll-

ment (both “preprimary” and
college), and the level of edu-
cational attainment (both high
school diplomas and bachelor’s
degrees).
The index of median household
income has remained un-
changed, the league said.
In 2010, the index measured
Hispanics in America for the
first time. This year’s index
finds them faring slightly better
than last year compared to their
white counterparts, at 76.8%
compared to a revised 2010 in-
dex of 76.6%, the league said.
It attributed the rise to improve-

ments in health and social justice
indices, but said those were off-
set by declines in economics and
education.In the past year, the
league said it has observed grow-
ing gaps in the relative status of
blacks and whites in the areas of
loan access, wealth and children’s
health.For Hispanics, there have
been growing gaps in the areas
of loan access and college enroll-
ment, it said.The 2011 State of
Black America report includes es-
says from a variety of authors in-
cluding League President Marc
Morial and Democratic strategist
Donna Brazile.

Report: African-Americans fall in equality index
SOCIAL JUSTICE

The Exodus and the Great Divide
How wealthy African-Americans are deserting cities in ‘reverse migration’

higher than that of African-
Americans, the widest ratio
since the 1990s.
Low-income blacks also slipped
further behind. The share of
black households ranking among
the poorest poor - those earning
less than $15,000 - climbed from
20 per cent to 26 per cent over
the past decade; other race and
ethnic groups posted smaller in-
creases. At the same time, Af-
rican-Americans making
$200,000 or more a year were
unchanged from 2000 at about
1.1 per cent, even after a deep
recession.
Many affluent blacks are mov-
ing to the South, seeking a re-
turn to their ancestral homeland
after a decades-long Great Mi-
gration to the North.
Pursuing a better quality of life,
they are opting for more upscale
metropolitan locales rather than
the traditional rural communities
of the old South in places such
as Louisiana, Mississippi and Ar-
kansas, which remain home to
larger shares of minority farm-
ers, construction and other low-
wage workers.
Since 1990, black families living
in Southern urban locations such
as Atlanta, Dallas, Washington,
D.C., and Miami, where in-
comes rose in the last decade,
have increased 70 per cent.The
newer Southern arrivals include
Marc Harrigan, 42, a physician
who grew up in New York and
attended college in Rhode Is-
land.
Mr Harrigan said he knew he
wanted a change once he fin-
ished medical school and mar-
ried, yearning for what he saw
as a more progressive culture
than Hampton Roads, Virginia
where he practiced for a few
years.Settling on Atlanta,
Harrigan described it as a good

fit with affordable housing and
decent schools despite the cul-
ture shift outside the immedi-
ate metro area. Mr Harrigan
said: ‘It was important that we
move where there was a criti-
cal mass of African-American
professionals. ‘But in other
parts of the state, I’m not sure
they have embraced assimila-
tion, if you will.’ William H
Frey, a Brookings Institution
demographer who did a broad
analysis of the race and income
data, said the latest numbers
reflect a longer-term trend of
increased racial integration be-
tween blacks and whites.
He said the changes could
pose challenges in the coming
months in political redistricting
as well as courting the tradi-
tional black vote.
Groups in states such as Texas,
Florida, California and Mary-
land have gone to court or are
now otherwise grappling with
political maps being redrawn
based on the 2010 census, con-
sidering whether to preserve
historically black legislative
seats amid slowing population
growth and black movement
into traditionally white suburbs.
The change also complicates
strategy for President Barack
Obama, who is banking on
blacks in key Southern states
in the 2012 election.
Obama is pushing a broader re-
election theme of middle-class
renewal, reciting his jobs
agenda and his feud with Con-
gress over extending a Social
Security tax cut, while target-
ing outreach to black commu-
nities in hopes of remaining
competitive in Southern and
other battleground states.
Mr Frey said: ‘The Demo-
cratic party will surely gain
consistent support from these

new black suburbanites, but the
active support for traditional
black issues like civil rights may
take a back seat.
He added that issues such as
schools, housing and public
safety may rise to the forefront.
According to census data, 67
million Americans, or nearly one
in four, lived in neighbourhoods
with poverty rates of 20 per
cent or higher. This is an in-
crease from one in five
neighbourhoods in poverty in
2000.
The South in general had higher
shares of people living in high-
poverty areas, led by states in-
cluding Mississippi, Louisiana,
Texas and Kentucky. Despite
some gains for middle-class
blacks, African-Americans still
had rising poverty and worsen-
ing economic situations com-
pared with whites last year.
The mostly suburban counties
where blacks had growing and
higher-than-average income
make up about 19 per cent of

the black population.
That’s compared with 45 per cent
of blacks who lived in urban coun-
ties and small towns where black
incomes fell relative to whites.
Part of the income divide falls
along age and education, with
higher unemployment rates for
young men and those who lack a
college degree.  Last year, 19 per
cent of men ages 25 to 34 were
‘idle’ - neither working nor attend-
ing school - up 5 percentage
points from 2007, according to the
Population Reference Bureau.
Some 31 percent of young black
adults were disconnected from
school and work, compared with
27 per cent for Latinos and 19 per
cent each for whites and Asians.
African-Americans were also
more likely than other groups to
live in neighborhoods with pov-
erty rates of 40 per cent or more,
roughly one in nine individuals.
The figures come from previous
censuses and the 2010 American
Community Survey, which
samples three million households.

Downtown Atlanta GA
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 The Obama administration’s
civil rights office is stepping up
its fight with the Southern
states over voting rights, an-
nouncing it will block a new
South Carolina law that would
require voters to show a gov-
ernment-issued photo identifi-
cation before casting a ballot.
The Justice Department in-
voked the Voting Rights Act
on Friday and said the new
photo-identification rule could
deny the right to vote for tens
of thousands of blacks and
other minorities.
”According to the state’s sta-
tistics, there are 81,938 minor-
ity citizens who are already
registered to vote and who
lack DMV-issued identifica-
tion,” Thomas E. Perez, the

Justice Department rejects South Carolina voter ID law

chief of the department’s civil
rights division, said in a letter to
South Carolina officials. He re-
ferred to a driver’s license is-
sued by the state Department
of Motor Vehicles, the most
common form of photo identifi-
cation. Under current law, a
South Carolina resident who is
registered to vote can cast a bal-
lot if he or she has a voter reg-
istration card and a signature on
the polling list, Perez said. South
Carolina was one of many
states to enact new laws ear-
lier this year that tighten the
rules for voting. Last week,
Atty. Gen. Eric H. Holder Jr.
spoke out against these laws,
describing them in the words of
Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.) as “a
deliberate and systematic at-

tempt” to prevent millions of
elderly, low-income and minor-
ity Americans from voting.
Under Section 5 of the Voting
Rights Act, Southern states
with a history of racial discrimi-
nation must seek advance ap-
proval from the Justice Depart-
ment or a federal court in
Washington before adopting
new election laws.
South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley vowed to get the deci-
sion overturned.
”The president and his bullish
administration are fighting us
every step of the way. It is out-
rageous, and we plan to look at
every possible option to get this
terrible, clearly political deci-
sion overturned so we can pro-
tect the integrity of our elec-

toral process and our 10th
Amendment rights,” Haley, a
Republican, said in a statement.
The Obama administration is
also locked in a Supreme Court
fight with Texas and its Repub-
lican Legislature over the pro-
posed remapping of its new
election districts.
Still under review are new elec-
tion laws from several other
Southern states, including Texas
and Florida.
Photo-identification laws have
divided Republicans and Demo-
crats across the country. Re-
publicans say this requirement
will help prevent fraudulent
votes. Democrats say there is
virtually no evidence that impos-
tors show up claiming to be reg-
istered voters. Three years ago,

the Supreme Court upheld a
photo-ID law in Indiana, noting
the state promised to provide free
photos to all who were eligible to
vote. Southern lawmakers as-
sumed that decision would shield
their new laws from legal attack.
But the Voting Rights Act em-
powers the Justice Department
to stand in the way if a new elec-
tion law is likely to have a dis-
criminatory effect on blacks and
Latinos.South Carolina is free to
seek a reversal from a three-
judge federal court. Victoria
Middleton, executive director of
the ACLU in South Carolina,
called the new law “misguided”
and a threat to “one of our most
cherished and basic rights. We
are pleased to see it stopped in
its tracks.”

The Obama administration invokes the Voting Rights Act in blocking the measure, saying it could deny the right to
vote for tens of thousands of blacks and other minorities.

MANCHESTER, Iowa—
The campaign trail here is
strewn with the quadrennial
clichés: candidates making
appearances with the butter
cow at the Iowa State Fair and
holding town halls in factories
that produce farm equipment.
Add to the list an Old West-
themed pizza chain with cow-
boy paintings, an all-you-can-
eat buffet for less than $10 and
free party rooms that can hold
as many as 70 would-be vot-
ers.
Some of the Republican presi-
dential candidates have cho-
sen to do their up-close poli-
ticking this election at Pizza
Ranch, a Midwest chain.
Texas Gov. Rick Perry (two
visits) was there Monday,
speaking on the need to secure
the U.S.-Mexico border, while
standing in front of the
restaurant’s covered-wagon
logo. On Thursday, Rep.
Michele Bachmann, who has
made more stops at the chain
than all her rivals combined,
visited one for lunch and two
for dinner.
“We eat it all the time,” Mrs.
Bachmann said as she
boarded her campaign bus.
“Everybody loves the
chicken.”In Iowa, Michele
Bachmann stumps at a Pizza
Ranch in Emmetsburg last
week.
Pizza Ranch stops per candi-
date is one sign of his or her
designs on Iowa’s Jan. 3 cau-
cuses, though it can also be a
reverse indicator. Because the
rooms are free, the chain
tends to be favored by con-
tenders low on cash.
Former Pennsylvania Sen.
Rick Santorum, who has cam-
paigned in all of Iowa’s 99

· SLICE OF LIFE: Rick Santorum at a Pizza Ranch in Manchester in August.

Pie in the Sky: The Iowa Pizza Circuit
Bachmann, Santorum and Others Fighting for the GOP Nod Find Ready-Made Crowds in Cheap Chain

counties, has made 11 Pizza
Ranch visits, according to a tally
kept by the Des Moines Regis-
ter. Rep. Ron Paul, another
Iowa contender, counts a single
visit. Dimitri Kesari, Mr. Paul’s
deputy campaign manager, said
the chain is convenient but that
his candidate doesn’t need it to
draw a crowd.
Mitt Romney, a national front-
runner, hasn’t stopped in once.
Asked why not, Brian Kennedy,
Mr. Romney’s Iowa steering-
committee chairman, said, “I
don’t know. My pay grade
doesn’t take me up to those
sorts of lofty decisions.”
Founded in 1981 in Hull, Iowa,
the chain has grown to 71 Iowa
locations, with restaurants in
eight other Midwestern states.
On its website, it presents itself
as a Christian business that aims
to “establish every Pizza Ranch
as a business ministry opportu-
nity” and “to glorify God by posi-
tively impacting the world we
live in.” Pizza Ranch executives
declined to comment for this
article.
The restaurants don’t have re-
ligious imagery, but the
company’s mission statement
attracted the campaign of Mrs.
Bachmann, a social conserva-
tive (18 stops, and counting).
“First off, they’re a Christian
chain of restaurants,” said Alice
Stewart, Mrs. Bachmann’s
spokeswoman.
Most campaigns said they had
another reason for mixing poli-
tics with buffet dining: It’s
cheap. Pizza Ranch often owns
the biggest meeting space in
many of Iowa’s rural munici-
palities and doesn’t charge,
sometimes making it more at-
tractive than a cramped local
diner.

“In Iowa, the Pizza Ranch is
like the Wal-Mart of retail poli-
tics,” said Jamie Johnson, state
coalitions director for Mr.
Santorum’s presidential cam-
paign. “When people are eat-
ing pizza, they are as relaxed
as they can possibly be,” he
added. “What better way to
connect with a voter?”
Iowans say it was former Ar-
kansas Gov. Mike Huckabee
who blazed the Pizza Ranch
trail, during his 2008 GOP
White House bid. Low on
funds, his campaign would of-
ten pull into a Ranch at lunch
hour, order a couple of pizzas
and try to lure voters into the
party room, said Chip Saltsman,
Mr. Huckabee’s former cam-
paign manager. If the national
media showed up, his staff
members would go into the
main dining area and offer
people free food if they moved
closer to the governor.
“The center of our campaign
strategy was Pizza Ranch,” Mr.
Saltsman said. “When you’re
sitting as an asterisk in the polls,
you tend to do events where
there’s already a built-in
crowd.” Mr. Huckabee, riding
a late-breaking wave of sup-
port from social conservatives,
went on to win Iowa that year.
Pizza Ranch’s outsize role was
underlined Monday after Mr.
Perry left the Manchester
location’s party room, or “bunk-
house.” Manager Melissa
Lewis had to reset the room for
Mrs. Bachmann, scheduled to
appear there the next after-
noon. Then the phone rang:
another inquiry for the party
room, from a phone number the
staff didn’t recognize. “Maybe
it’ s Mitt Romney?” one em-
ployee asked, Ms. Lewis re-

called.
“The only thing we ask is that
they don’t cover our Pizza
Ranch sign,” Ms. Lewis said.
Aside from the fried chicken
and pizza, menu items include
chicken fries, gravy, hot wings
and a pizza-like dessert known
as “cactus bread.” Diners see
it as a metaphorical symbol of
Iowa itself. “You have a wide
variety of food and friendly
people,” said Cole Converse, a
21-year-old Iowa State Univer-
sity student who came to see
Mrs. Bachmann at the
company’s Oskaloosa location.
It can also be a metaphor for
weight gain. “Everything in
moderation, I guess,” said
Iowa’s Republican governor,

Terry Branstad, who campaigned
at numerous Ranches in 2010.
“You don’t want to eat so many
pieces. It’s not a steady diet.”
Mr. Johnson, the Santorum aide,
wagered that “32 of the 35
pounds” he has gained in the past
eight months working on the
campaign can be attributed to his
usual Pizza Ranch meal of pep-
peroni pizza, fried chicken, Coke
and an apple dessert pizza with
a “sugary drizzle on the top.”
Newt Gingrich has been to a
Pizza Ranch just once, but “we
do not avoid them,” said spokes-
man R.C. Hammond, who com-
pared the chain to the home of
the Chicago Cubs. “It’s like
Wrigley Field,” he said. “We have
to go to at least one.”

SLICE OF LIFE: Rick Santorum at a Pizza Ranch in
Manchester in August.
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Dominique Strauss-Kahn

The former head of the International Monetary Fund saw his
dreams of becoming the next president of France dashed after
his May arrest at New York’s JFK airport on accusations of
raping a maid at the Sofitel New York Hotel. The case ulti-
mately collapsed after the alleged victim, Nafissatou Diallo, was
said to have lied to the police after her initial statement. Strauss-
Kahn admitted to “a moral fault” and described his behavior as
“inappropriate” but said it “did not involve violence, constraint
or aggression.”

Kwame Kilpatrick

The first “hip-hop mayor” was already in jail for a probation
violation when he was slapped with new charges that include
racketeering, extortion, bribery and filing false tax returns. And
only a few months after his August release came new allega-
tions that Kilpatrick had pocketed a $10,000 bribe in a restau-
rant bathroom and used police bodyguards to intimidate a cop
who had ticketed one of Kilpatrick’s pals. In his memoir, the
disgraced politician wrote, “When I perjured myself, I gave my
enemies a lane. And they turned that lane into a highway.” One
with a wide HOV lane, at that.

Juan Williams and NPR

The political commentator was axed from NPR in October 2010
for comments he made on the Fox News Channel about Mus-
lims. The scandal bled into 2011 with the release of his book
Muzzled: The Assault on Honest Debate, in which Williams
argued that his firing was a part of a greater effort to si-
lence unwanted opinions — namely, conservative ones.
Following his firing from NPR, he got a $2 million contract
from Fox. If that’s a muzzling, where can others sign up?

Top Political Fails of 2011
From nude “sexts” to ethics probes, the year had its share of juicy scandals. Remember these?

During his 2003 gubernatorial
campaign, the actor-turned-gov-
ernor responded to accusations
that he had a history of groping
women by saying that he “be-
haved badly sometimes.” He al-
ready had a mixed record as a
governor, but Schwarzenegger’s
stock fell even more after he ac-
knowledged in May that he’d fa-
thered a child with a member of
his household staff. Wife Maria
Shriver, who had stood by him
when his reputation was a cam-
paign issue in the previous de-
cade, left their home and filed for
separation shortly after the rev-
elation.

Arnold Schwarzenegger

The once-rising star in the Demo-
cratic Party resigned from his
New York congressional seat in
June after a sexting scandal
dubbed “Weinergate.” The mar-
ried politician uploaded a picture
of his erect penis and sent it to a
21-year-old Seattle woman who
was following him on Twitter.
Initially, Weiner could not say
“with certitude” that the photo
was not of him. By the time he
was able to say with certitude
that it was, he was ready to take
a break from politics.

Anthony Weiner

Only a day after Weiner left of-
fice in June, a new congressional
sex scandal arrived when this
Florida Democrat was investi-
gated for allegedly sexually ha-
rassing a staff member. The Of-
fice of Congressional Ethics is
still looking into claims that
Hastings had sexually harassed
Winsome Parker, a staffer who
worked on the U.S. Commission
on Security and Cooperation in
Europe, which he headed.

 Alcee Hastings

No one can say for sure whether
or not Cain expected his political
campaign — initially pegged as
a glorified book tour — to soar
the way it did, but if the ex-
Godfather’s Pizza CEO wanted
attention, he certainly got it. Un-
fortunately, much of it had to do
with his not knowing much about
the way the job he was seeking
worked or about the silly little
facts that go along with it. Sadly,
incompetence didn’t sink him, but
the onslaught of sexual harass-
ment charges and accusations of
a decadelong extramarital affair
did. Cain dropped out of the
presidential race at the beginning
of December, but chances are
we’re stuck with him for the long
haul.

Herman Cain
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 Ron Paul’s Racist Rants
by George E. Curry
Ron Paul’s Racist Rants By George E. Curry NNPA Columnist If you’ve watched any of the
Republican debates, you’ll remember Ron Paul, the 76-year-old libertarian congressman from
Texas whose oversized suit coats look like they are about to fall off his frail shoulders. You’ll also
remember that no debate questioner asked him about the overtly racist views that appeared in
his newsletters for two decades. But now that Paul has surged to front-runner status in Iowa, he
is being grilled about comments that range from denigrating Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to
objecting to passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. In the 1990s, he described Dr. King as a
“world-class philanderer who beat up his paramours” and “seduced underage girls and boys.”
He even claimed – without a hint of proof – that Dr. King “made a pass at” fellow civil rights
warrior Ralph Abernathy, who succeeded King as president of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference (SCLC). When Ronald Reagan signed the Martin Luther King Holiday bill into
law, Paul wrote, “What an infamy Ronald Reagan approved it!” He added, “We can thank him
for our annual Hate Whitey Day.” The controversial remarks were published in various for-
profit Ron Paul newsletters in the 1980s and 1990s. The newsletters included: Ron Paul’s
Political Report, Ron Paul’s Freedom Report, Ron Paul’s Survival Report and the Ron
Paul’s Investment Letter. On January 8, 2008, The New Republic ran an article on Paul titled,
“Angry White Man.” It was accompanied by an illustration of Paul wearing a confederate
necktie and rebel hat. The story, written by James Kirchick, noted that Ron Paul’s newsletters
were published on a monthly basis from 1978 to at least 1999. Most are on file in the right-wing
extremists literature collections at the Wisconsin Historical Society and the University of Kan-
sas. Here are some excerpts from the newsletters, which were said to earn Paul at least $1mil-
lion a year: · After the uprising in Watts, the Ron Paul Political Report said in June 1992,
“Order was only restored in L.A. when it came time for the blacks to pick up their welfare
checks three days after rioting began.” · According to the newsletter, the uprising was caused
by government-backed “’civil rights,’ quotas, mandated hiring preferences, set-asides for gov-
ernment contracts, gerrymandered voting districts, black bureaucracies, black mayors, black
curricula in schools, black tv shows, black tv anchors, hate crime laws, and public humiliation for
anyone who dares question the black agenda.” · “*… If you have ever been robbed by a black
teen-age male, you know how unbelievably fleet-footed they can be,” one report said. · Accord-
ing to a newsletter bearing Paul’s name, “…Opinion polls consistently show only about 5% of
blacks have sensible political opinions.” · The late congresswoman Barbara Jordon of Texas
was called the “archetypical half-educated victimologist.” · I* a December 1989 edition of Ron
Paul’s Investment Letter, it was predicted that “Racial Violence Will Fill Our Cities.” According
to the publication, “…Mostly black welfare recipients will feel justified in stealing from mostly
white ‘haves.’” · I* In June 1991, following a racial incident in the Adams Morgan section of
Washington, D.C., one headline screamed, “Animals Take Over the D.C. Zoo.” · I* In October
of 1992, a newsletter bearing Paul’s name stated, “I’ve urged everyone in my family to know
how to use a gun in self defense. For the animals are coming.” · “* Given the inefficiencies of
what DC laughingly calls the criminal justice system, I think we can safely assume that 95
percent of black males in that city are semi-criminal if not entirely criminal,” one Ron Paul
newsletter asserts. · * Praising former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke in 1990, Ron Paul said
through his newsletter that “our priority should be to take the anti-government, anti-tax, anti-
crime, anti-welfare loafers, anti-race-privilege, anti-foreign meddling message of Duke, and
enclose it in a more consistent package of freedom.” Ron Paul’s venom was not limited to his
newsletters. While many were celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 1964 Civil Rights Act in
2004, Ron Paul was still objecting to it, saying June 4, 2004 on the floor of Congress, “…the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 did not improve race relations or enhance freedom. Instead, the forced
integration dictated by the Civil Rights Act of 1964 increased racial tensions while diminishing
individual liberty.” Incredulously, Ron Paul wants us to believe that not only did he not write the
un-bylined racist comments in the newsletters that carried his name, but that he was unaware
they appeared in his publications. “I didn’t write them, I didn’t read them at the time, and I
disavow them,” he told Gloria Borger of CNN. “I never read that stuff. I was probably unaware
of it 10 years after it was written, and it’s been going on 20 years that people have pestered me
about this. CNN does it every single time. When are you going to wear yourself out?” When
Borger continued to press Paul, he abruptly terminated the interview. “These are pretty incendi-
ary,” she told Paul. Unclipping his microphone, he said, “Only because of people like you.” No,
only because of Ron Paul’s documented record of racism.

Despite the U.S. Senate’s recent failure to confirm Richard
Cordray as the first director of the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau (CFPB), some lawmakers are vowing to press on. In
fact, some are wondering why confirming a director should be so
contentious for an agency whose sole mission is to protect Ameri-
can consumers. This past July, the agency opened shop and be-
gan prioritizing efforts. Already, important partnerships have
emerged in protections for military personnel and their families as
well as older Americans. On the heels of resolving more than 70
percent of several thousand credit card complaints brought di-
rectly to the new agency’s attention, complaints are now being
gathered on mortgage issues – including servicing, denials for
modifications and foreclosures. After only six months of exist-
ence, CFPB seems off to a great start. At a time when millions of
Americans are financially challenged, it seems both ill-advised
and ill-timed for 45 members of the U.S. Senate to deny consum-
ers much-needed protections. Following the Senate vote, Sen.
Sherrod Brown of Ohio told the Los Angeles Times, “More than
40 of my colleagues chose Wall Street special interests over Main
Street consumers. They should be ashamed of themselves.” Those
opposing the appointment of a director actually have a problem
with the agency’s mission. While the Dodd-Frank Act calls for a
single director, congressional opponents insist on a commission
form of leadership that would force a majority vote on every re-
form proposed. In the absence of a majority, the status quo would
prevail. And many members of this proposed commission would
be regulators with a track record of resisting reforms to bad banking
practices. Additionally, CFPB naysayers would make the agency’s
budget a part of the annual congressional approval process. This
specific proposal would make the fledgling agency a target of
congressional whims, similar to those that diminished the Legal
Services Corporation to provide legal services for the poor during
the Reagan Administration. Then-President Reagan sought to elimi-
nate the agency by proposing zero funding. If CFPB opponents
are allowed to prevail, CFPB would suffer the same annual bud-
getary risks. Perhaps that sense of déjà vu and lack of balance
between bank and consumer interests is why the Congressional
Black Caucus is fighting to allow the CFPB to operate as in-
tended. In a recently published interview, CBC Chair and Mis-
souri Congressman Emanuel Cleaver said, “It is extremely impor-
tant that it is absolutely clear what this means for African-Ameri-
can families. We want a person who gets out of bed every morn-
ing with one goal in mind: protecting the consumers of the United
States. We need someone to fight the good fight.” Rep. Cleaver
is not alone. Underscoring the need to preserve the CFPB and its
legislative intent, President Obama promised, “Consumers deserve
to have someone whose job it is to look out for them. I intend to
make sure they do, and I will veto any effort to delay, defund or
dismantle the new rules we put it in place.” It would be a wonder-
ful holiday gift to the country for the CFPB to have a leader whose
daily efforts make financial fairness a reality for all Americans. In
fact – considering the unique history of African-Americans, full
and undeterred regulation of suspect lending practices would go a
long way towards the fairness that has been so elusive. ###
Charlene Crowell is a communications manager with the Center
for Responsible Lending. She can be reached at:
Charlene.crowell@responsiblelending.org. Charlene Crowell,
Communications Manager Center for Responsible Lending
302 West Main Street Durham, NC 27701 919-313-8523

 CBC Caucus Chair Vows to work with President Obama
By Charlene Crowell NNPA Columnist

Consumers’ Christmas Wish:
A Fully Functioning CFPB
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When Kolloh Nimley talks
about Christmas in Monrovia,
Liberia, on the west coast of
Africa where she was born
and grew up, her first thought
is that it isn’t as commercial-
ized as Christmas in the United
States.”Christmas in Liberia
isn’t about shopping and pre-
sents,” she said. “There are no
Christmas trees.”But some of
the music is the same.
Her family always went to a
Lutheran church service,
which began at 10 p.m. and
ended at 8 a.m. on Christmas
morning. There was lots of
music, including “The First
Noel” and “Angels We Have
Heard on High” and “Silent
Night.” ”Sometimes several
tribes worship together,” she
said. “Then the service is in En-
glish, but we sang ‘Silent Night’
in rounds in several different
tribal languages, It was accom-
panied by drums made from
the skins of antelope. Differ-
ent size drums make different
sounds. I accompanied the

Kolloh r emembers Christmas in Liberia
music playing a shaker made
from a gourd and beads, which
made a different sound from
someone else’s depending upon
exactly how it was made.” ”Ev-
erybody” goes to the service.
Food is served off and on
throughout the service -
chicken and rice and veg-
etables mainly, but with bread
and tea off and on all night. The
women dress in clothes like
those in the picture, which are
special for the occasion, not
everyday. Pastors and deacons
conduct the service. ”One thing
I miss is going home after the
service to eat a meal that my
mother had fixed,” she said.
“She had left the church ser-
vice at about one o’clock to
cook. It was something differ-
ent every year and special.
Then we all went to bed and
slept and slept and slept. ”And
that was Christmas.”She ex-
plained that Christmas in
Liberia is a time of relaxation
and reflection - very different
from the hustle and bustle of
Christmas in this country.

Kolloh Nimley sits with other exchange students, girls from Ethiopia and South
Africa, when they were all students at Waldorf College in Iowa.

Liberia: World Bank Approves U.S. $10 Million for Liberia
The World Bank, acting as
administrator for the Global
Partnership on Output-Based
Aid (GPOBA), has approved
a grant of US$10 million to
connect about 80,000 people
to Monrovia’s electricity grid,
raising the electricity access
rate in Liberia’s capital from
0.6 percent to 8 percent.
GPOBA funding will supple-
ment capital allocations from
various donors to install con-
nections, initially targeting 21
priority low-income neighbor-
hoods. The scheme will be
implemented by the Liberia
Electricity Corporation (LEC),
the sole power company in the
country.
Liberia is one of the poorest
countries in Sub-Saharan Af-
rica, with 64 percent of the
population living below the na-
tional poverty line. A decade
and a half of successive armed
conflicts devastated the

nation’s infrastructure and in-
stitutions, reducing access to
key services like electricity to
practically zero. Most house-
holds depend on expensive
and polluting energy alterna-
tives including kerosene, dry
cell batteries and diesel genera-
tors for lighting and electricity
needs. Households without
access to grid electricity are
estimated to spend up to 50
percent of their disposable in-
come on energy-related
expenditures.“This innovative
output-based aid scheme will
help the Government of
Liberia’s urgent goal to in-
crease and improve access to
electricity for its citizens,” said
Ohene Nyanin, World Bank
Country Manager for Liberia.
“The project will help make
access to electricity more af-
fordable by subsidizing the cost
of connection and more inclu-

sive by explicitly targeting the
poor.”GPOBA will pay LEC
a capital subsidy of US$595
for each connection installed.
The connections made through
the output-based aid (OBA)
scheme will help LEC increase
its customer base and secure
resources for further invest-
ments in access programs.
Also, the utility will be able to
speed up its goal to reduce
tariffs and subsequently en-
ergy expenditure for Liberian
households. LEC estimates
that for every 10,000 new
customers it acquires, tariffs
will reduce by US$0.03-0.04.
Ultimately, the savings made
by households will help make
more spending available for
other commodities and edu-
cation. LEC will receive the
subsidy payment in two
phases and in accordance with
the OBA approach, only af-

ter independent verification of
household connections. 80
percent will be paid after a con-
nection in a priority neighbor-
hood is made and verified; and
the remaining 20 percent will
be paid upon verification of
proof of three months satisfac-
tory service delivery to target
households.“We hope that by
using this innovative and re-
sults-based approach–as part
of a wider effort to expand dis-
tribution and power generation
capacity in Monrovia–we can
make affordable electricity
connections a reality for all and
help to improve living condi-
tions among the poor,” said
Shahid Mohammad, CEO of
Liberia Electricity Corporation
(LEC).The GPOBA project is
part of the Liberia Electricity
System Enhancement Project
(LESEP). The scheme will be
financed jointly by GPOBA

(US$10 million), the Govern-
ment of Norway (US$5.8 mil-
lion), and user contributions
(US$0.8 million). LESEP is
funded through a US$29 million
grant from the Government of
Norway, a US$10 million IDA
credit from the World Bank and
US$2 million grant from the
World Bank’s Africa Renewable
Energy Access (AFREA)
program.The Global Partnership
on Output-Based Aid
(GPOBA) is a global partner-
ship program administered by
the World Bank. GPOBA was
established in 2003, initially as a
multi-donor trust fund, to de-
velop output-based aid (OBA)
approaches across a variety of
sectors including infrastructure,
health, and education. The
GPOBA grant for the Liberia
project draws on funds from the
International Finance Corpora-
tion (IFC).
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So as Ron Paul is on track to
win the Iowa caucuses, he is
getting a ·new dose of press
scrutiny.
And the press ·is focusing on
the newsletters that went out
under his name in the late
1980s and early 1990s. They
were called the Ron Paul’s
Political Report, Ron Paul’s
Freedom Report, the Ron
Paul · Survival Report and
the Ron Paul Investment Let-
ter.
There is no doubt that the
newsletters contained utterly
racist statements.
Some choice quotes:
“Given the inefficiencies of
what DC laughingly calls the
criminal justice system, I think
we can safely assume that 95
percent of the black males in
that city are semi-criminal or
entirely criminal.”
“We are constantly told that it
is evil to be afraid of black men,
it is hardly irrational.”
After the Los Angeles riots,
one article in a newsletter
claimed, “Order was only re-
stored in L.A. when it came
time for the blacks to pick up
their welfare · checks.”
One referred to Martin Luther
King Jr. as “the world-class
philanderer who beat up his
paramours” and who “seduced
underage girls and boys.”
Another referred to Barbara
Jordan, a civil rights activist
and congresswoman as “Bar-
bara Morondon,” the
“archetypical half-educated
victimologist.”
Other newsletters had strange
conspiracy theories about ho-
mosexuals, the CIA, and
AIDS.
In 1996 when the Texas
Monthly investigated the
newsletters, Paul took respon-
sibility for them and said that
certain things were taken out
of context. (It’s hard to imag-
ine a context that would make
the above quotes defensible.)
When the newsletter contro-
versy came up again during the
2008 campaign, Paul explained
that he didn’t actually write the
newsletters but because they
carried his name he was mor-
ally responsible for their con-
tent. Further, he didn’t know
exactly who wrote the offen-

Will The Real Ron Paul Please Stand Up Again?
sive things and they didn’t rep-
resent his views.
But it is still a serious issue. Jour-
nalists at the libertarian-leaning
Reason reported that Paul made
nearly one million dollars in just
one year from publishing the
newsletters. Could Paul really
not understand the working of
such a profitable operation?
They were told by a source close
to the Paul campaign that the
author was likely longtime Paul-
friend and combative polemicist
Lew Rockwell.
Scan of a Ron Paul newsletter
Even though many of the news-
letters are written in a first per-
son, conversational style, many
observers don’t believe that Ron
Paul actually wrote them.
There aren’t any videos on
YouTube with Paul speaking in
incendiary terms about minori-
ties. The newsletters don’t
“sound” like Ron Paul - he
doesn’t do wordplay like
“Morondon” or use prefixes like
“semi-criminal” or “half-edu-
cated” in his speech or his re-
cent writings. Further, most
newsletter and direct-mail op-
erations in politics employ ghost-
writers.
So why were Ron Paul or his
ghostwriters engaged in racism
and conspiracy theories? And
why did Ron Paul allow this?
The first answer is simply that
marginal causes attract mar-
ginal people.
The Gold Standard and non-in-
terventionism have long been
pushed to the fringe of our poli-
tics, and ambitious people tend
to dive into the mainstream. That
means that some of the ‘talent’
that marginalized ideas attract
will be odd and unstable.
There are two strategies for deal-
ing with this problem. You purge
your movement of cranks to pre-
serve credibility and risk alien-
ating a chunk of supporters. Or
you let everyone in your move-
ment fly their freak flag and live
with the consequences. Ron
Paul, being a libertarian, has al-
ways done the latter.
The second answer to this ques-
tion: These newsletters were
published before a decade of
war that has exhausted many
Americans, before the finan-
cial crisis, and before the Tea
Party.

All three made Ron Paul’s
ideas seem more relevant to
our politics. They made anti-
government libertarianism
seem (to some) like a sensible
corrective.
But in the 1990s and 1980s,
anti-government sentiment
was much less mainstream. It
seemed contained to the rac-
ist right-wing, people who sup-
ported militia movements, who
obsessed over political correct-
ness, who were suspicious of
free-trade deals like NAFTA.
Murray Rothbard, libertarian
theorist
At that time a libertarian theo-
rist, Murray Rothbard argued
that libertarians ought to en-
gage in “Outreach to the
Rednecks” in order to insert
their libertarian theories into
the middle of the nation’s po-
litical passions.
Rothbard had tremendous in-
fluence on Lew Rockwell, and
the whole slice of the libertar-
ian movement that adored Ron
Paul.
But Rothbard and Rockwell
never stuck with their alliances
with angry white men on the
far right. They have been will-
ing to shift alliances from left
to right and back again. Be-
fore this “outreach” to racists,
Rothbard aligned himself with
anti-Vietnam war protestors in
the 1960s. In the 2000s, after
the “outreach” had failed,
Rockwell complained bitterly
about “Red-State fascists”
who supported George Bush
and his war. So much for the
“Rednecks.”
The anti-government theories
stay the same, the political
strategy shifts in odd and ex-
treme directions.
As crazy as it sounds, Ron
Paul’s newsletter writers
may not have been sin-
cerely racist at all. They
actually thought appearing
to be racist was a good po-
litical strategy in the 1990s.
After that strategy yielded al-
most nothing - it was aban-
doned by Paul’s admirers.
You can attribute their
“redneck strategy” to the most
malignant kind of cynicism or
to a political desperation that
made them insane. Neither is
particularly flattering.

Phil Klein of the Washington
Examiner is correct when he
writes:
Rick Perry and Mitt Romney
have both attacked each other
for what was written in their re-
spective books.
If either of those books had in-
cluded a number of overtly rac-
ist statements, their candidacies
would be over before they
started.
This is undoubtedly true. The
media seems to simply accept
that Ron Paul has some oddi-
ties in his past and in his inner
circle. They take his grandfa-
therly demeanor at face-value.
In part this is because they be-
lieve he is not a serious candi-
date.
Winning the Iowa caucuses
would change all that instantly.
Undoubtedly the movement
that Paul inspired has moved far
beyond the race-baiting it en-
gaged in two decades ago.
Young people from college

campuses aren’t lining up to hear
him speak because of what ap-
peared in those newsletter about
the 1992 L.A. riots. Rand Paul
tried his hardest to place Paul-
style libertarianism into the con-
text of the Tea Party.
And he will likely carry on the
movement without this 1990s
baggage.
But the questions remain. If Ron
Paul is so libertarian that he
won’t even police people who
use his name, if his movement is
filled with incompetents and op-
portunists, then what kind of a
president would he make? Would
he even check in to see if his
ideas are being implemented?
Who would he appoint to Cabi-
net positions?
These are all legitimate ques-
tions. And the media is going to
start asking them now.
If there isn’t already a “ceiling”
on Ron Paul’s support, wide-
spread knowledge of the news-
letters could build one quickly.

Ron Paul

Your Vote Will Make The Difference
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Ron Paul may be flying high in
the Iowa polls, but his news-
letters from the early 1990s
continue to haunt him.
On Wednesday, the Republi-
can presidential candidate
stormed out of an interview
with CNN when chief politi-
cal analyst Gloria Borger
pressed him on claims that he
made disparaging comments
about blacks and Jews, among
other incendiary remarks
found in the letters.
Though the newsletters were
published under several names
— including “Ron Paul’s Free-
dom Report,” “The Ron Paul
Political Report,” “The Ron
Paul Survival Report” and
“The Ron Paul Investment
Letter” — the Texas congress-
man has insisted that he knew
nothing about the offensive
remarks made in the newslet-
ters.
“I didn’t write them, I didn’t
read them at the time, and I
disavow them,” he said before
unclipping his microphone.
Paul did admit to making
money from the newsletters
that bore his name but he sug-
gested that he didn’t pay any
attention to what was written

Ron Paul is over the top and off the chain
under his name on the newslet-
ter masthead.
“I never read that stuff. I was
probably aware of it 10 years af-
ter it was written, and it’s been
going on 20 years that people
have pestered me about this.
CNN does it every single time.
When are you going to wear
yourself out?” he said.
And when Borger insisted,
“These things are pretty incen-
diary,” Paul belittled their impor-
tance, saying: “Only because of
people like you.”
The articles carried no bylines
but often were written in the first
person in newsletters using his
name.
Among the hate-filled points
made in the newsletters, which
are alleged to have made Paul
up to $1 million a year, were:
On Black Men
Shooting is the best way to kill
young blacks. “You should
leave the scene immediately,
disposing of the wiped-off gun
as soon as possible. Such a
gun cannot, of course, be reg-
istered to you, but one bought
privately (through the
classifieds for example).”
On Black Women
Gangs of African-American

girls were roaming the
streets of New York in 1989
in a campaign to spread
AIDS. “At least 39 white
women have been stuck with
used hypodermic needles —
perhaps infected with
AIDS,” the piece read.
“Who can doubt that if the
situation had been reversed,
if white girls had done this
to black women, we would
have been subjected to a
months-long nationwide pro-
paganda campaign on the
evils of white America?”
· The first attack on the
World Trade Center could
have been “a setup by the Is-
raeli Mossad,” even after the
first arrest had been made.
“From my point of view, it’s
hard to believe the perpetra-
tors could be as stupid as the
authorities maintain,” said an
article in the April 1993 issue
of “The Ron Paul Survival
Report.”
Order returned to the streets
of Los Angeles after the 1992
riots only “when it came time
for the blacks to pick up their
welfare checks.”
Martin Luther King was a
“world-class philanderer who

beat up his paramours” and
“seduced underage girls and
boys.” King even “made a pass
at” fellow civil rights leader
Ralph Abernathy.
Martin Luther King Day was
described as “our annual Hate
Whitey Day,” and a short-lived
campaign to rename New York
City after King was ridiculed:
“Welfaria,” “Zooville,”
“Rapetown,” or “Lazyopolis”
would be better names.
Israel is “an aggressive, national
socialist state.”
Professors in Washington,
D.C., were teaching that
whites were committing geno-
cide against blacks, and they

had “invented crack and AIDS
a part of The Plan.”
Advice to anti-government mili-
tias issued just three months be-
fore the 1995 Oklahoma City
bombing included suggestions
such as, “Keep the group size
down,” “Leave no clues,” “Avoid
the phone as much as possible,”
and “Don’t fire unless fired upon,
but if they mean to have a war,
let it begin here.”
The newsletters went out in the
late 1980s and early 1990s at a
time after Paul had decided to
leave the House to return to work
as an OB/GYN. He returned to
the House in the 1996 election
after 12 years away.

Former House speaker Newt
Gingrich and Texas Gov. Rick
Perry failed to submit enough
valid signatures to qualify for
the Virginia primary ballot,
state GOP officials said Friday
evening and early Saturday.
The Republican Party of Vir-
ginia announced early Satur-
day that Gingrich and Perry
failed to submit 10,000 signa-
tures of registered voters re-
quired to get their names on the
ballot for the March 6 primary.
“After verification, RPV has
determined that Newt Gingrich
did not submit required 10k sig-
natures and has not qualified
for the VA primary,” the party
announced on Twitter.
The rejection is a significant
setback for the Gingrich cam-
paign since he is leading the
polls in Virginia among likely
Republican voters and is seen
as a strong contender for the
nomination.
Perry’s campaign told state
election officials it had submit-
ted 11,911 signatures, and
Gingrich’s campaign said it
submitted 11,050 signatures.
State party officials spent Fri-
day night validating the signa-

Gingrich, Perry disqualified from Va. primary ballot
tures.
Earlier Friday, the Republican
Party of Virginia certified former
Massachusetts governor Mitt
Romney and Rep. Ron Paul
(Texas) to appear on the ballot.
The four candidates turned in
thousands of signatures by the 5
p.m. deadline Thursday.
Jerry Kilgore, former attorney
general and chairman of Perry’s
campaign in Virginia, said he was
disappointed, but that qualifying
for the Virginia ballot is a “daunt-
ing task.”
“Hopefully, he will do better in
other states,” he said. “He can
focus on other states.”

Candidates had until 5 p.m. to
collect 10,000 signatures from
across the state, including 400
from each of the 11 congres-
sional district.
Republican presidential candi-
dates Michele Bachmann, Jon
Huntsman and Rick Santorum
did not submit signatures and
failed to qualify on Thursday,
according to state GOP officials.
Virginia, an increasingly impor-
tant swing state, will hold its pri-
mary on Super Tuesday, March
6.

Romney became the first Re-
publican presidential candidate
Tuesday to submit signatures
for Virginia’s primary election
ballot.
On Thursday morning,
Gingrich said at an event out-
side Richmond that his cam-
paign was still collecting sig-
natures, but expected to have
enough.
A poll released Wednesday
showed Gingrich with a slight
lead over Romney among Vir-
ginia Republicans in the race
for president. The Quinnipiac
University poll shows Gingrich
at 30 percent and Romney at
25 percent among Republican
voters.
President Obama was the first
presidential candidate to sub-
mit his signatures Dec. 2.
The Democratic Party of Vir-
ginia certified his signatures
Friday. He was the only
Democrat to qualify for the
ballot so the State Board of
Elections will cancel the pri-
mary. All Virginia delegates to
the Democratic National Con-
vention will be cast for him,
said Brian Moran, party chair-
man.

Newt Gingrich

Rick Perry
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The “At Last” chanteuse was
hospitalized Wednesday after
experiencing difficulty breath-
ing, her manager, Lupe De-
Leon, told Reuters Friday, and
was later intubated.
This news comes just a week
after James’s doctor revealed
that the blues singer has been
battling leukemia, dementia and
kidney failure for several years,
and is considered to be termi-
nally ill with little time left.
Dr. Elaine James went on to
say that medical experts told
the Grammy winner recently
that her chronic leukemia was
incurable.
As of Friday evening, James
was still on the breathing ma-
chine and resting, but De-Leon
said she was in “pretty bad
shape” and wasn’t sure if she
would be released from the
hospital.
Jamesetta Hawkins was born
on January 25, 1938 in Los
Angeles to Dorothy Hawkins,
who was only 14 years old
when she gave birth to her.
Her father has never been
identified but was rumored to
be possibly white. James
speculated that her father was
the pool player, Rudolf “Min-
nesota Fats” Wanderone, and
met him briefly in 1987. Due
to her mother being often ab-
sent often carrying on relation-
ships with various men, James
lived with a series of
caregivers, most notably
“Sarge” and “Mama” Lu.
James called her mother “the
Mystery Lady”.
James received her first pro-
fessional vocal training at the
age of five from James Earle
Hines, musical director of the
Echoes of Eden choir, at the
St. Paul Baptist Church in Los
Angeles. She became a popu-
lar singing attraction at the
church, and Sarge tried to
pressure the church into pay-
ing him money for her singing,
but they refused. During
drunken poker games at home,
he would wake James up in the
early hours of the morning and
force her through beatings to
sing for his friends. As she was
a bed-wetter, and often soaked
with her own urine on these
occasions, the trauma of be-
ing forced to sing meant she
had a life-long reluctance to
sing on demand.[8]
In 1950 Mama Lu died, and
James’ real mother took her to
the Fillmore district in San
Francisco.[9] Within a couple
of years, James began listen-
ing to doo-wop and was in-
spired to form a girl group,
called the Creolettes (due to
the members’ light skinned
complexions). The 14-year-old

girls met musician Johnny Otis.
Stories on how they met vary
including Otis’ version in which
James had come to his hotel af-
ter one of his performances in
the city and persuaded him to
audition her. Another story came
that Otis spotted the group per-
forming at a Los Angeles night-
club and sought them to record
his “answer song” to Hank
Ballard’s “Work With Me,
Annie”. Nonetheless, Otis took
the group under his wing, help-
ing them sign to Modern Records
and changing their name from the
Creolettes to the Peaches and
gave the singer her stage name

reversing Jamesetta into Etta
James. James recorded the
version, which she was al-
lowed to co-author, in 1954,
and the song was released in
early 1955 as “Dance with
Me, Henry”. Originally the
name of the song was “Roll
With Me, Henry” but was
changed to avoid censorship
due to the subtle title. In Feb-
ruary of that year, the song
reached number-one on the
Hot Rhythm & Blues Tracks
chart. Its success gave the
group an opening spot on
Little Richard’s national tour.

Etta James

Etta James is continuing to fight for her life.



N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 B

E
A

C
O

N
,  

D
ec

em
be

r 2
9,

 2
01

1 
 - 

 J
an

ua
ry

 4
, 2

01
2 

   
ne

w
yo

rk
be

ac
on

.n
et

12

It was the best of times, and
the worst of times... It was the
best of times for Republican
presidential candidate Herman
Cain, and the worst of time for
Republican presidential candi-
date Newt Gingrich. Cain, the
former Godfather of pizza, was
riding at the top of most opin-
ion polls and winning more
straw polls than any other Re-
publican candidate. Gingrich,
the former King of the Hill, was
languishing closer to the bot-
tom of earlier opinion polls, and
certainly wasn’t winning straw
polls.What happened to Cain,
the “999 Godfather,” the Don,
and what happened to the con-
tract on America ex King of
the Hill, Sir Newt? Sex, yeah
sex! It always seems to creep
into every political campaign.
Mr. Cain, who the Republicans
seemed to have had an extra
philosophical affair with, and
Newt Gingrich, whom the
same party faithfuls divorced
a long time ago (I’m not sure
on what grounds) were at op-
posite ends of the political polls.
Of course, there were other
Republican presidential candi-
dates that enjoyed temporary
leads in the polls, such as
Michelle Bachmann, who
while campaigning believed
that the “Duke” himself, John
Wayne, was born in Waterloo,
Iowa. Actually, it was John
Wayne Gacy, the notorious
serial killer that was born there.
Oops! Ms. Bachmann also
believed that the founding fa-
thers abolished slavery, and

The Tale of Two Candidates
The Tale of Two CandidatesBy Ar t Blackwell
Special to the NNPA from the Los Angeles Sentinel

that John Quincy Adams was
its champion. Well, it was ac-
tually John Adams, Quincy’s
father, the second President of
the United States who was one
of America’s founding fathers.
Obviously, any eighth-grade
history student would have
known that slavery partially
ended with the Emancipation
Proclamation in 1863. Slavery
officially ended and was abol-
ished in 1865 with the adoption
of the Thirteenth Amendment
to the United States Constitu-
tion. Then there was temporary
front-runner Gov. Rick Perry
who suggested that maybe
Texas should secede from the
United States, and that Social
Security was some kind of
Ponzi Scheme. To make mat-
ters worse, during a presiden-
tial debate he couldn’t
remember...what he couldn’t
remember. Meanwhile, the
“999 Godfather” was taking the
Republican race by storm with
his straight, but simplistic talk,
all mixed with an aura of south-
ern charm. The right wing of
the Republican Party, inclusive
of the Tea Party, had a Black
man that they loved...and it
wasn’t President Barack
Obama. The group could now
show America that members
of the Republican Party were
not racists, and that they found
another Black man who was
conservative and shared their
views, just like their beloved
Clarence Thomas. Certainly,
the Republican faithfuls were
having a bi-racial love affair.

However, unlike his fellow can-
didates who rose and fell in the
twinkling of an eye, Citizen
Cain remained at the top of the
polls, even though the party’s
hierarchy started to challenge
his “999 Tax Plan.” Addition-
ally, the critics attacked his lack
of experience, especially as it
related to foreign affairs. Can-
didate Cain, however, remained
at, or near the top...so some-
thing had to be done; it was time
to get serious and drop the S-
Bomb. Yes, sex, but not just any
sex; it was sex with white
women. Whoa! Herman was
in big trouble now, but low and
behold, even though he was hit
with a powerful George Fore-
man straight right-hand punch,
Cain wasn’t knocked down...
he staggered, but still remained
on his feet. But allegation after
allegation, amid lawsuit settle-
ments, and the punches started
to take their toll. What’s funny
is that Herman Cain once ran
for the United States Senate
and these stories never sur-
faced. Anyway, still on his feet,
many conservatives, including
Ann Coulter, believed that the
attacks on Cain were a Left
Wing conspiracy. Mr. Cain was
bloodied, but was still hanging
in there, still raising money, and
still denying all the allegations
of harassment. However, the
final round for the tough talk-
ing Cain came when an Atlanta
business woman, Ginger White,
stepped forward to say that she
and Cain had carried on a 13-
year affair. Subsequently,

Herman’s wife, Gloria, called
her husband home and basically
said, “Herman, enough is
enough!” Just like that, the cam-
paign for Herman Cain was
over. No mas! The knockout
blow: an extra marital affair al-
legation by an admitted friend
who said Cain helped her. Re-
ally! With friends like that, who
needs enemies! An extra mari-
tal affair...sounds familiar,
doesn’t it?Meanwhile, Gingrich,
because of strong debate per-
formances and obviously being
‘intellectually superior’ to his
fellow candidates, began to rise
in the polls. Mr. Gingrich cur-
rently is leading comfortably in
all national polls, and it seems
like it may be his race to lose
because only Mitt Romney is
left to contest the nomination.
T h e R e p u b l i c a n
nomination...what are we miss-
ing that seems so eerily famil-
iar? Oh, yes, the extra-marital
affair. The former Speaker of
the House, Newt Gingrich, has
an interesting past, and I do
mean interesting. However, the
thing that is probably the most
interesting, as it relates to this
campaign, is that the very thing
that brought down Herman
Cain seems to have had little or
no effect on Newt. Case-in-
point: In December 1988, Presi-
dent William Jefferson Clinton
was impeached by the House
of Representatives for perjury
and obstruction of justice, all for
lying to a federal grand jury
about—here it goes again...an
extra-marital affair. President

Clinton was acquitted by the U.S.
Senate because it failed to reach
the required two-thirds majority
necessary for removal. The most
interesting fact, however, was
that the person leading the charge
for impeachment was—you
guessed it: Speaker Newt
Gingrich. That would have been
all right if it wasn’t totally a par-
tisan political act. More impor-
tantly, Gingrich was involved in
his own extra-marital affair while
he was leading the impeachment
charge against President Clinton.
Being a political leader and
messing up is costly. However,
being a political leader and mess-
ing up while being hypocritical is
priceless. Oh America, Herman
was so close...maybe too close
for many Republicans and Tea
Party elites. Think about it: two
Black men possibly running for
President of the United States as
their respective party’s nomi-
nees: one, a Republican and con-
servative; the other, a Democrat
and liberal. What a thought
America, we were close to an
historic and epic battle between
two Black men who both love
their country. It would have
shown the world that America is
the standard for what Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. envisioned in
his dream for a color-blind soci-
ety. However, sex and race got
in the way -again. So now, it is
the best of times for Newt
Gingrich, and the worst of times
for Herman Cain.

A solicitation from the 1990s
that carried Texas Rep. Ron
Paul’s name predicted a “com-
ing race war,” suggested the
government was engaged in a
“cover-up” over AIDS, and
warned that a plan to update
U.S. currency was really a
conspiracy to “steal our free-
dom and our prosperity.”
It is the latest controversial
writing to resurface this week
as the congressman’s record
is coming under new scrutiny
amid speculation that he may
be gaining ground in Iowa,
where the first GOP nominat-
ing contest of the 2012 presi-
dential campaign will be held
next month. The letter – an
appeal for supporters to sub-
scribe to Paul’s newsletters –
was obtained by Reuters from
James Kirchick, a contributing
editor for the New Republic
magazine, who said he found
the letter in archives main-
tained by the University of
Kansas and the Wisconsin His-

torical Society. Sent under the
banner of “Congressman Ron
Paul” and carrying Paul’s sig-
nature, the letter offers
“wealth-saving intelligence”
gleaned from Paul’s network
of sources within the federal
government. For $99, readers
could receive monthly newslet-
ters including the “Ron Paul
Political Report,” an investor’s
manual and the phone number
for Paul’s financial hotline.
Written in the first person, the
letter warned readers that
President George H.W. Bush
and the federal government had
scammed Americans by updat-
ing U.S. currency to prevent
counterfeiting and money laun-
dering. “The feds see us as
rats in a maze,” the letter said.
“And they want to own the
maze. And the New Money is
a key part of this scheme.”
Describing the new bills, which
Paul “uncovered” as a mem-
ber of Congress, the letter said:
“These totalitarian bills were

tinted pink and blue and brown,
and blighted with holograms,
diffraction gratings, metal and
plastic threads, and chemical
alarms. It wasn’t money for a
free people. It was a portable
inquisition, a paper ‘third- de-
gree,’ to allow the feds to keep
track of American cash, and
American citizens.” The cur-
rency conspiracy theory reads
like a paranoid version of Paul’s
long-standing argument that
U.S. monetary policy has set
the country on the brink of col-
lapse. But the letter is also
riddled with provocative accu-
sations that veer into territory
that seems entirely unrelated.
“I’ve been told not to talk, but
these stooges don’t scare me,”
the letter said. “Threats or no
threats, I’ve laid bare the com-
ing race war in our big cities.
The federal-homosexual cover-
up on AIDS (my training as a
physician helps me see through
this one.)” Paul has struggled
to craft an explanation for of-

fensive statements that were
contained in his newsletters
from the late 1980s and early
1990s. “We are constantly told
that it is evil to be afraid of black
men, it is hardly irrational,” one
newsletter said. Another, refer-
ring to the 1992 Los Angeles ri-
ots, said that “order was only
restored in L.A. when it came
time for the blacks to pick up
their welfare checks.”
On Wednesday, Paul disavowed

the statements, saying he had not
written them, nor had he read
them, at the time they were
mailed out. But in the past, Paul
had defended some of the writ-
ings, suggesting they were taken
out of context.
Drew Ivers, the Iowa chairman
for Paul’s campaign, told Reuters
on Thursday that Paul stands by
material he has written under his
own signature. But when asked
if that meant he still believed
there was a federal cover-up
relating to AIDS, as the letter
states, Ivers said: “I don’t think
he embraces that.”
Now, Paul spokesman Jesse
Benton tells Talking Points
Memo that Ivers was not autho-
rized to comment on the matter,
and that Paul “did not write that
mail piece and disavows
it.”“Drew Ivers is a great guy
and leader, but he was not speak-
ing on behalf of the campaign and
is not acquainted enough with the
issue to have the facts,” Benton
said.

Ron Paul

Ron Paul  -  Is he obsessed with race?
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By Don Thomas

NNPA  Award Winner

EnterEnterEnterEnterEnter tainmenttainmenttainmenttainmenttainment
Ralph McDonald who wrote

 "Just the two of us" dead at 67

Remembering

By Cameron Matthews
Guest Scribe
Ralph MacDonald, the famed
session musician and
songwriter who wrote ‘Just the
Two of Us,’ died after a battle
with lung cancer, on Sunday,
December 18 in Stamford,
Conn.  He was 67 years old.
MacDonald worked with
many top-charting artists, per-
forming Afro-Caribbean per-
cussion on David Bowie’s
Young Americans and Jimmy
Buffett’ s Margaritaville.
Raised in New York City by
his Trinidadian father,
MacDonald learned to play
steel drums, which eventually
got him a spot in singer Harry
Belafonte’s band.  The percus-
sionist would go on to work
with some of the industry’s
most influential songwriters
and performers, from Stevie
Wonder and Paul Simon to
Aretha Franklin and Amy
Winehouse. Among his many
impressive credits, MacDonald
notably wrote Bill Withers’ hit
“Just the Two of Us” and
Roberta Flack’s “Where Is
the Love” alongside William
Salter and William Eaton.
He also earned two Grammys

for contributing the song “Ca-
lypso Breakdown” to the Sat-
urday Night Fever soundtrack
The Incredible life of Ralph
MacDonald
Grammy Award winning per-
cussionist, songwriter and pro-
ducer Ralph MacDonald was
born in the Village of Harlem in
1944. As the son of Trinidad-
immigrant and Calypso per-
former “Macbeth The Great,”
Ralph grew up amidst the rise
of Calypsonian revolution in
New York City.  The young boy
was often placed playfully on
his father’s drums for a moment
or two and, when he got older,
he dreamed of someday achiev-
ing the regional success of his
father.At 17, Ralph helped a
friend carry his steel drums into
an audition for legendary per-
former Harry Belafonte. The
friend got the gig, and
MacDonald became a regular
at rehearsals. When one of the
players in Belafonte’s Steel
Band was late for a rehearsal,
Ralph declared his ability to play,
and wound up getting the job.
     Thus began a 10 year stint
with Belafonte that schooled
MacDonald in the music busi-
ness. It also introduced him to

songwriter Bill Salter, and the
two began writing together to
fill time on the road.
     At one point, young
MacDonald had the nerve to
tell Harry Belafonte that de-
spite all the gold records on the
wall, Belafonte didn’t really
know what Calypso was.
Belafonte said “Fine kid - if you
know so much because your
father was a Calypso singer,
then you write me a song.”
MacDonald delivered an album
of songs: 1966’s critically-ac-
claimed “Calypso Carnival.”
     At 27, MacDonald, Bill
Salter and William Eaton
started their own publishing
company, Antisia Music.  Ev-
eryone told him he was crazy,
but Ralph was determined to
do it on his own. The partners
opened a modest office in New
York City and kept the door
locked. When asked why,
MacDonald explained that it
was a publishing company, and
that songs were meant to go
out the door, not in. He gave
himself two years to get the
company going.
     One year and 11 months

later and wondering if Antisia
Music would survive, Ralph
happened to begin working with
Roberta Flack. He and Salter
had written a song called
“Where Is The Love,” and in a
studio session, he pitched it to
Roberta. She recorded it, and
it went on to sell 10 million cop-
ies, earning Roberta and
Donnie Hathaway Grammys
and firmly establishing Antisia
Music.From there the success
kept on coming. Ralph began
recording with legends like
James Taylor, Billy Joel, Bette
Midler, Diana Ross and Paul
Simon. He and his partners
wrote the Grover Washington
Jr. hit “Mr. Magic” and Antisia
Music placed a song called
“Calypso Breakdown” on the
BeeGees Saturday Night Fe-
ver soundtrack.
     That album went on to sell
47 million copies and earned
MacDonald two Grammys of
his own, as a performer and a
producer. Riding high on the
disco craze, Ralph released
two albums of his own, gaining
commercial success and inter-
national recognition.

     In 1980, Ralph wrote and pro-
duced Grover Washington Jr.’s
classic album “Winelight.”
Among the MacDonald compo-
sitions were hits like “Winelight,”
“In The Name Of Love,” and a
song destined to become an
American standard, “Just The
Two Of Us.” That song alone
has been recorded by hundreds
of artists worldwide, including
Will Smith’s 1999 adaptation of
the song.
     Prior to his death Ralph
MacDonald spent his time writ-
ing and recording for Antisia Pub-
lishing when he was not out on
the road touring with Jimmy
Buffett and the Coral Reefer
Band.  He also continued to re-
lease new albums of smooth,
percussive jazz and pop.  Firmly
established as a successful
songwriter, a legendary percus-
sion player, and an international
star, it would seem that the kid
from Harlem who dreamed of
nothing more than achieving
what his father had succeeded
in a big way.   Ralph MacDonald
is survived by his wife, Grace,
four children, a sister and three
grandchildren.

Ralph MacDonald and Bill Salter penned the Grammy
Award-winning million-selling single “Where Is the
Love,” recorded by Roberta Flack and Donny
Hathaway.

FRANKLIN TO FRANKLIN - “The Queen of Soul” Aretha Franklin and her son Eddie Franklin take
a break during the recording of his debut album for Aretha’s Records in Detroit, Michigan.  Eddie’s
debut project is scheduled for release sometime this year.
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Join Mickey Mouse and
Minnie Mouse as they travel
to four magical destinations
all in one fun-filled ice produc-
tion! Disney On Ice presents
Mickey & Minnie’s Magical
Journey will take audiences
on a sightseeing tour of the
imagination.  This ice spec-
tacular visits Nassau Coli-
seum from January 5-8, Pru-
dential Center from January
12–16 and IZOD Center
from January 19-22. Afford-
able Tickets are on sale now.
Mickey, Minnie, Donald and
Goofy have their bags all
packed for a journey that will
transport audiences straight
from their seats into the magi-
cal worlds of best friends Lilo
and Stitch as they hula in
Hawaii; Simba and Nala as
they explore the African
Pride Lands; Ariel and
Sebastian as they experience
an aquatic adventure in their
undersea kingdom; and Peter
Pan and Tinker Bell as they
soar through the starry skies.
Disney On Ice presents
Mickey & Minnie’s Magical
Journey features an interna-
tional team of award-winning
figure skaters, high-energy
choreography and a colorful
set that captures all four
unique worlds. Audiences will
be entranced as they experi-
ence this exciting excursion
one that will fill the arena with
magic, music, and best of all,
Mickey and Minnie! To learn
more about Disney On Ice,
log on to disneyonice.com
or visit Facebook and
YouTube. Feld Entertainment
is the worldwide leader in pro-
ducing and presenting live
touring family entertainment
experiences that lift the hu-
man spirit and create indelible
memories, with 30 million
people in attendance at its
shows each year.  Feld
Entertainment’s productions
have appeared in more than
70 countries on six continents
and include Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey, Feld Mo-
tor Sports, Disney On Ice and
Disney Live!.
Professional Bull Riders
Invitational bows into
MSG The Professional Bull
Riders (PBR) will bring the
6th Annual Madison Square
Garden (MSG) Invitational
presented by Full Metal
Jousting on History on Janu-
ary 6-8, 2012, to kick off the
nationally televised, elite 2012
Built Ford Tough Series sea-
son, featuring the world’s
toughest cowboys and rankest
bulls. The PBR’s Built Ford
Tough Series will rock New
York City with three bone-
crushing, adrenaline-soaked
performances, as the Top 40

Join Mickey and Minnie on a magical journey
Holiday Family Fun

bull riders in the world including
the 2011 MSG Invitational cham-
pion Valdiron de Oliveira risk it
all against athletic animals
weighing as much as 2,000
pounds. Fans will be thrilled as
they watch intense 8-second
rides and jaw-dropping wrecks
when riders try to stay on and
survive animals 10 times their
size.  The nationally televised
PBR 2012 Built Ford Tough Se-
ries will visit 23 different states
with 28 events in 2012. The 2012
schedule will feature the best bull
riders from across the globe
competing against the rankest
bulls on the planet in front of
millions of fans across the coun-
try to win a share of more than
$10 million for the season.  Af-
fordable tickets for the Profes-
sional Bull Riders 2012 MSG
Invitational presented by Full
Metal Jousting on History are
available at the MSG box office
www.ticketmaster.com.   Each
of the Top 40 bull riders in the
world will be participating. Fol-
lowing Round 2 on Saturday, the
riders with the 10 highest cumu-
lative scores will each compete
with one more bull.
Following Round 4 on Sunday,
the riders with the 10 highest
cumulative scores will advance
to the Built Ford Tough Cham-
pionship Round, where they will
each compete with one more
bull. The overall event winner
will be the rider with the highest
combined score from all five
rounds. Witnessed by millions of
fans across the country, the
BFTS schedule has 28 stops in
23 states with riders competing
for a share in more than $10
million in total prize money.The
season culminates in October
2012 in Las Vegas with the
PBR Built Ford Tough World
Finals. The World Finals is
where the PBR World Cham-
pion will be crowned and
awarded a $1 million bonus. The
richest bull riding event in the
world, the World Finals has a
total purse of more than $2 mil-
lion. The PBR’s 2012 Built Ford
Tough Series will kick off at
MSG January 6-8, and will cul-
minate in Las Vegas at the 2012
PBR Built Ford Tough World Fi-
nals, October 24-28. Highlights
of this year’s schedule include
the all-new four-week stadium
tour, in which the Built Ford
Tough Series will visit Detroit’s
Ford Field and Houston’s Reli-
ant Stadium for the first time
ever.The tour will also visit
Atlanta’s Georgia Dome and
Cowboys Stadium in Arlington,
Texas.  The PBR is the world’s
premier bull riding organization.
More than 100 million viewers
annually watch over 400 hours
of primetime PBR programming
on VERSUS, NBC, CBS and
networks around the world.

Luke Snyder rides Bailey’s Billionaire for 88.25 during the first round of the
Wichita Built Ford Tough Series PBR        (Photo: Andy Watson)

Mickey Mouse and Minnie Mouse along the Goofy and friends have their bags all packed
for an exciting magical journey.
                                                                           Photo: Courtesy Feld Entertainment)
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Dear friends,
Pictured above are three generations of my family at the September unveiling of my official
portrait that now hangs in the Ways and Means Committee Room in the Capitol. Pictured
left to right ar e: My son-in-law Howard, my wife Alma, my daughter Alicia holding her son
Charlie, and her sons Joshua and Howard. My son Steven was not able to be in the picture.
My family and I hope you and your family enjoy the magic of the holiday season and wish you
a happy and healthy New Year.
Thank you for all that you do.

Sincerely,
Charles B. Rangel
Member of Congress

Joyous Holidays and Happy New Year

NEW YORK, NY - Well over
two thousand job seekers at-
tended the Rangel Career Fair,
hosted by Congressman
Charles Rangel, on November
14, 2011 at the City College of
New York (CCNY), from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. The Rangel
Career Fair was part of Con-
gressman Rangel’s continued
effort to put his Manhattan
Congressional District back to
work.
“I am very pleased to see so
many job seekers embrace this
opportunity to meet with po-
tential employers. It shows
how much people in our Dis-
trict, just like all across
America, need and want jobs
right now,” said Rangel in his
opening remarks. “I thank
President Lisa Coico, and all
the staff at CCNY for provid-
ing the space for such a cru-
cial event for people in our
community.” The Rangel Ca-
reer Fair was a remarkable
success as hundreds of people
were lined up around the block
at all times waiting to have
their chance to meet with
nearly 90 employers. Job
seekers began lining up as
early as 6 a.m. As envisioned
by Rangel, the event drew a
diverse crowd from recent
graduates, senior citizens, vet-
erans and his constituents of
all backgrounds. President of
the City College of New York,
Dr. Lisa Coico, praised Rangel
for not being afraid to, “stand
up for what’s right: justice,
equality, jobs, economic pros-
perity for all, no matter where
you started from, no matter
where you come from, no
matter where you are.”
Rangel was also joined by
Councilman Robert Jackson,
Councilwoman Inez Dickens
and New York City Comptrol-
ler John C. Liu, and Assem-
blyman Robert Rodriguez.
Assemblyman Rodriguez
thanked Rangel for “fighting
day in and day out to get the
Jobs Bill passed, and to make
sure there are more opportu-
nities for folks in East Harlem,
Central Harlem, all of Man-
hattan to get jobs.”
“I am grateful to be joined by
these great leaders in our com-
munity today, and even more
grateful to have them fighting
alongside me to get our com-
munity back to work,” said
Rangel. “Today’s Fair not only
provided attendees with the
opportunities to network with
employers ready to hire, but to
gain practical skills to advance
their career.”
For those that attended with-
out resumes, representatives
from the Metropolitan College
of New York (MCNY) United
States Department Of Labor,
New York Department of Ag-

ing, Opportunities for a Better
Tomorrow, STRIVE, New York
State Department of Labor,
U.S. Office of Personnel Man-
agement, Workforce 1/Upper
Manhattan Career Center all
assisted in helping them create
a resume and develop many
important job readiness skills in
the Career Readiness Room.
Reps from the U.S. Department
of Labor and New York State
Department of Labor were also
available in the Wi-Fi Room to
provide assistance on using the
internet for job searches and
guidance on applying for federal
and state jobs, as well as ser-
vices that matched a job
seeker’s skills to a potential ca-
reer.
Also on site was the New York
State Comptroller’s Office of
Thomas DaNapoli, to help job
seekers possibly claim some of
the State’s $10 Billion dollars of
unclaimed funds. One out of six
participants who checked was
able to locate some money they
were entitled to.
“Whether you are looking to
improve your job qualifications,
explore a different profession,
find a new career or hire an
employee, we are here to help,”
said Rangel. “Today is a true
testament of our community’s
resourcefulness and determina-
tion to get people back to work.
I’d like to salute everyone to-
day for coming here, and keep-
ing your hopes alive.” The
Rangel Career Fair provided
networking opportunities for job
seekers and connected them to
employers who had jobs avail-
able. Job seekers were able to
leave with many job leads and
contacts, with some already set-
ting up interviews with poten-
tial employers. Employers who
attended were equally satisfied
with the large number of quali-
fied people who attended the
event and the excellence in
which the event was conducted.
Please click HERE to see
more photos of the Rangel
Career Fair. The following is a
list of companies/organizations
that participated: 1. AARP
WorkSearch2. AFLAC3.
AHRC - New York City4.
AMC Entertainment Inc.5.
American Airlines6.
ARAMARK CitiField7.
AutoZone, Inc.8. British Air-
ways9. Bronxwood Home
Care10. Bryan Cave LLP11.
Candela Systems Corpora-
tion12. Capital One Bank13.
Carver Bank14. CBS Corpo-
rate15. CINTAS Corpora-
tion16. Citi Group17. City Col-
lege of New York18. Civilian
Complaint Review Board19.
Columbia University20. Com-
bined Insurance Company21.
Community Healthcare Net-
work22. Concerned Home
Managers for the Elderly Inc.

23. Council for Airport Oppor-
tunity, Inc. (CAO)24. Delta Air
Lines25. Department of Home-
land Security: Secret Service26.
New York Department of La-
bor27. U.S. Department of La-
bor28. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA)29. Dunli
Group USA, Inc.30. Empire
City Casino31. Estee Lauder
Companies, Inc.32. Federal Air
Marshal Service33. FedEX Ex-
press34. Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI)35. Fortune
Society36. Green Mountain
Energy37. Health Plus38.
Harlem Hospital Center39.
Hertz Corporation40. HSBC
Bank USA41. Independence
Residences Inc.42. JPMorgan
Chase Bank, N.A.43. Macy’s,
Inc.44. Madison Square Gar-
den45. Mckissack &
Mckissack46. Metropolitan
College of New York
(MCNY)47. Metro Transit Au-
thority (MTA) - NYC Tran-
sit48. My Image Studios49.
National Grid50. New Era Em-
ployment Services51. New York
City Board of Elections52. New
York City Department of Ag-
ing53. The New York Found-
ling54. New York Life Insur-
ance Company55. New York
Police Department (NYPD)56.
New York Public Library57.

New York School of Interior
Design58. New York State De-
partment of Comptroller59.
New York State Department of
Labor60. New York State Of-
fice of Mental Health61. New
York State Police62.
NewsCorp63. Nontraditional
Employment for Women64.
Office of the State Comptrol-
ler65. Opportunities for a Bet-
ter Tomorrow (OBT)66.
Peace Corps67. Per
Scholas68. Primerica69. Port
Authority of NY & NJ70.
Rapid Realty71. Reliable Com-
munity Care72. Rubenstein
Associates, Inc.73. SiriusXM

Satellite Radio74. State Farm
Insurance75.
STRIVE76. Tif fany & Co.77.
Time Warner Cable78. Transpor-
tation Security Administration
(TSA)79. Toys R Us80. U.S.
Customs and Border Protec-
tion81. U.S. Department of La-
bor82.
U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs83. U.S. Office of Per-
sonnel Management84. U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Commis-
sion85. U.S. Park Police86.
U.S. Postal Services87. Va-
moose Bus88. Walmart89.
Workforce 1/Upper Manhattan
Career Center.

Rangel Career Fair Draws Two Thousand Job Seekers
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For Rent!
Puerto Rico Vacation & Executive Property

Beachfront Penthouse Condo
Loiza Puerto Rico

3 bedroom three bath, Penthouse condo with panoramic ocean views.

4 bedroom 3 bath 3100 sq ft home in Riverdale
Georgia. Fenced yard with deck and gazebo.
Executive Retreats. Limosine and Maid ser-

For information and rates call

Kitchen/Dining

Living Room

Master Bedroom

Bedrooms 2 & 3

Views from the penthouse terrace

Deck with Gazebo

Family Room/w Fireplace

Dinette

Living Room

Master Suite

Kitchen

Guest Bedrooms (3)

Dining Room

Office w/Internet

Penthouse Bar

Please call (678) 464-8804
www.loizacondorentals.com

Atlanta, Georgia
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The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention in the
United States says every third
adult and nearly every fifth
child in America is obese. But
health officials in New York are
touting an aggressive initiative
that has resulted in a significant
drop in the city’s childhood obe-
sity rates.
Alex Schimke is a trim and fit
New York sixth grader. He
says he likes fruits, particularly
strawberries. But like most
children, he admits a taste for
candy, cakes and other
sweets. ”Are you going to eat
the cake or the apple for
health? Obviously, you’re go-
ing to eat the apple, but you
want the cake,” said Schimke.
Such indisputable logic of chil-
dren is not lost on New York
City Health Commissioner
Thomas Farley. ”Children have
a natural preference for
sweets, more so than adults.
On the other hand, as adults,
we choose what to put in front
of our children,” said Farley.
Farley says New York has in-
creased the amount of physi-
cal activity in local schools, and
also improved the healthfulness
of food in cafeterias.
”They do have apples. Oh, yes!
And they have a salad bar,”
noted Schimke. Alex also no-
ticed that school vending ma-
chines now offer vitamin wa-
ter instead of sugary high-calo-
rie beverages. Farley notes
that obesity rates in America
began rising about 30 years
ago, as many people traded
physical labor on farms and
factories for sedentary office
jobs. ”Physical activity has all
but disappeared out of most
people’s lives, unless they
make it a separate task,”
Farley added.
“At the same time, and even
more importantly, food has in-
creasingly become cheap,
ready to eat, available every-
where, and so people have
adopted habits to snack con-
stantly.”
Farley says the New York
childhood obesity rate is still at
20 percent. But New York’s
decline goes against a rising
national trend.  And the health
commissioner is heartened that
the rate has fallen at all for the
first time in decades - 10 per-
cent among five and six year
olds - which gives him reason
to believe some youngsters will
adopt lifelong habits of healthy
eating.

New York City Battles Childhood Obesity
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A new medical report cautions
women that obesity, excessive
alcohol consumption, overexpo-
sure to medical X-rays and hor-
mone treatments during meno-
pause can raise their risk of de-
veloping breast cancer. But crit-
ics say the report fails to empha-
size the cancer-causing impact
of many industrial chemicals and
environmental pollutants - factors
they believe could pose greater
breast-cancer risks to women
than their lifestyle choices. The
authors of the new report,
“Breast Cancer and the Environ-
ment: A Life Course Approach,”
acknowledge that the environ-
ment they refer to is more nar-
rowly defined than people might
assume. They say it is not the
pollutants in the air and water
that women should worry about
most when it comes to cancer-
risk.“A lot of it is what we may
not typically think of as an envi-
ronment, but is our most impor-
tant environment. What we eat,
how much weight we gain that’s
the cause - of eat, exercise,
avoiding radiations - things that
we have known for a long time
to contribute to breast cancer
risk,” said Dr. Kathy Helzelsouer
of the Mercy Medical Center.
 She said weight and obesity
matter because fat cells produce
estrogen and that hormone fuels
the growth of most breast can-
cers. The report’s authors say it
urges new measures to protect
women from one of the most
common types of cancer affect-
ing women.“There is a call for
action to really put into practice...
things that we know will help. So
one of those things is to minimize
[exposure to] radiation, especially
in adolescence and when the
breast is developing,” reads the
report. “This report was devoid
of any call to action - was de-
void of anything new,” said
Laura Anderko, who is a public
health scientist at Georgetown
University Medical Center in
Washington. She said the report’s
narrow definition of the term en-
vironment is misleading.
“To suggest that obesity and
drinking alcohol are environmen-
tal risk factors, I think, really
misinforms people or confuses
people and creates an idea that
there is an individual responsibil-
ity to why people get cancer,”
said Anderko. “For people who
have suffered from breast can-
cer or family members or loved
ones, it is frustrating and confus-
ing, and creates a sense of
hopelessness.”Anderko wishes
the report had been more robust
and provocative, and targeted
government and industry roles in
reducing women’s breast-cancer
risks.

For most of his short life, 14-
year-old Lazarus has been on
a strict drug regimen he calls
“easy and hard.”

”Like, in the morning, they
are easy, and then they are
hard,” he says. “In the morn-
ing I take only four tablets and
in the evening I take six, ac-
tually, the evening one, when
I take [the tablets], I feel like
I am a little bit dizzy. When I
take all of them I hurt my
neck. Lazarus lives in
Nyumbani, a home on the
outskirts of Nairobi for or-
phaned children living with
HIV/AIDS. He began his ·
treatment a decade ago and
developed resistance to some
of the drugs during the pro-
cess. His situation reflects
what children living with HIV/
AIDS typically experience
when receiving treatment.
They often have to take many
pills or bitter syrups and, com-
monly, adult dosages are di-
vided into smaller parts for
children, which can be dan-
gerous if portions aren’t prop-
erly sized. But for many chil-
dren just beginning their regi-
mens, all that is changing. At
the end of 2006, UNITAID,
a global health initiative to in-
crease access to medicine in
developing countries estab-
lished by Brazil, France, Nor-
way, Chile and Britain, started
a project to spur demand for
child-friendly AIDS medi-
cines. The result is one pill,
designed to be taken twice
daily, that combines up to 16
different medicines. The spe-
cial fixed-dose combination is
a first-line treatment prima-
rily meant for children start-
ing their regimen, and for
roughly 26 of 114 AIDS or-
phans living at Nyumbani, the

For  Children with AIDS, a Tolerable Regimen

pill provides welcome relief.
The home’s executive director,
Sister Mary Owens, says she is
seeing a big difference.
”They had to take five, six, seven
tablets - we had to break tab-
lets, we had to open capsules,”
she says, describing a typical
daily regimen before the pill’s
2009 introduction. “Some of our
children who went on anti-
retroviral treatment after [the
two-dose combination] became
available are on one pill in the
morning and one pill in the
evening, so we’re very, very
grateful for that.”She’s also
grateful for the international lob-
byists who approached the large
pharmaceutical companies that,
in her opinion, should be moti-
vated by more than just profits.
”[When] you think of a child in-
heriting the HIV virus and hav-
ing to live their life with that vi-
rus, taking medication every day,

all the other restrictions that af-
fect the child’s life as the child
grows up: this is totally unjust,”
she says.
Creating incentive
UNITAID spokesperson
Daniela Bagozzi says virtually
no children are born with HIV
in the developing world, as
measures have been taken to
prevent HIV transmission dur-
ing pregnancy. According to
UNITAID estimates, of the
developing world’s 2.5 million
children now living with HIV,
nine out of 10 are in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa. She says phar-
maceuticals initially did not see
a viable market for children’s
AIDS drugs, but now, after in-
ternational lobbying efforts,
companies are developing the
medicines. Funded by govern-
ment contributions and a tax on
airline · tickets, the UNITAID
program, in partnership with the

Clinton Health Access Initia-
tive, now provides medicines to
about 360,000 children world-
w i d e .

”We approached the Indian ge-
neric manufacturers and basi-
cally we put the money on the
table saying, ‘Okay, we have
these funds which are predict-
able and long-term, and we will
be buying the medicines for the
next three to four years.’” she
says. “So this gave them the in-
centive to actually create medi-
cines that were tailored to
children’s needs.”

According to United Nations
AIDS agency estimates, out of
the 1.8 million people who died
of AIDS in 2009, one in seven
were children, with an esti-
mated 400,000 children becom-
ing newly infected the same
year

Obesity
Contributes

to Breast
Cancer

The Safe
Haven
Project
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Perhaps gearing up for a presi-
dential run of his own, real es-
tate mogul Donald Trump has
left the Republican party to
become an independent.
A spokesman for the billionaire
businessman says Trump
changed his voter registration
in case he wants to run in the
2012 presidential election.
Special counsel Michael
Cohen said Trump could enter
the race if Republicans do not
nominate a candidate Trump
believes can defeat President
Barack Obama.
Cohen said Trump’s wealth
can help even the playing field

Every year around the holi-
days, the governor’s office
receives many petitions for
clemency, and if precedent is
any indication, Governor
Andrew Cuomo will reject al-
most all of them, though one
Bronx woman is hoping to be
one of the lucky ones. NY1’s
Josh Robin filed the follow-
ing report.
Behind the razor wire, there’s
much Eugenia Pedraza yearns
for.
“My son was three years old
when I left him, and right now
he’s almost 15 year,” says
Pedraza. “I miss my children
because it’s been 12 years

without them.”
It was in 1999 when the now
50-year-old was arrested in a
tangled dispute that could keep
her in prison until she dies.
Pedraza says her husband left
her, taking her $10,000 life sav-
ings with him.
She cried to her stepfather for
help. She says he told her he’d
handle it, making her think he’d
simply beat him up.
“That’s what I thought, but I
never, never knew that he’s
going to take Magali,” says
Pedraza.
Magali Montecinos is her
husband’s sister. The stepfa-
ther and two others kidnapped

her off of a Bronx street, de-
manding her brother’s where-
abouts.
Montecinos barely survived.
The victim was held overnight,
threatened with rape, beaten,
and cuffed to a bed.
The next morning, she heard the
noise of a lighter and smelled
gasoline. Suddenly the room
she was in became very hot.
She escaped and was helped by
a police officer who spotted the
fire. Pedraza insists she had
nothing to do with it, but the vic-
tim testified that she heard
Pedraza’s voice while confined
and saw her back but not her
face.

That testimony and a police
confession Pedraza now calls
coerced helped seal her fate.
She pleaded not guilty, went to
trial and a jury convicted her.

The other three who were ac-
cused pleaded guilty.
Montecinos couldn’t be
reached, and the Bronx district
attorney declined comment.

What’s not in dispute is that al-
together, the combined time the
three men spent behind bars
for the crime will amount to less
than Pedraza’s. Barring clem-
ency, she won’t be eligible for

parole until 2022.
”If she was white, if she spoke
English, and if she had any finan-
cial means whatsoever, there’s
not a chance she would be in jail.
Not a chance,” says attorney Ri-
chard Schoestein.

But that’s where Pedraza will be
next May, when her eldest
daughter is set to graduate from
Columbia University, or this Sun-
day, when her children once
again drive north from the Bronx
for the holidays.

Behind the gates, she’ll mark
Christmas, which is also her birth-
day.

Imprisoned Bronx Mother Hopes For Clemency

While gold and gas prices
were among the most
searched financial terms in
2011, the number one query
may come as a surprise to
some. NY1’s Tara Lynn
Wagner filed the following
“Money Matters” report.
If you’re looking for the top
money stories of 2011, look no
further than a search engine.
This year’s number one most
searched financial term on
Yahoo! was the Dow Jones
Index, a result that took Daily
Ticker host Aaron Task by sur-
prise.
“Obviously people have a
401k, people care about what
the Dow does, it’s a barom-
eter of what the economy is
doing but i was surprised it’s
number one,” says Aaron Task
of Yahoo! Finance.
What wasn’t surprising was
the runner up: Gold prices took
second place, with silver land-
ing at number seven.
“There’s this fear out there that
there’s going to be so much in-
flation that the dollar is going

to be worthless,” explains
Task. “And people have al-
ways gone to gold in times of
uncertainty and we certainly
are living in uncertain times right
now.”
One thing that is certain: Stu-
dent loan debt is growing,
which may explain why the
third most popular money
search was for FAFSA, or Free
Application for Federal Student
Aid. Sallie Mae, a company
which services student loans,
was number eight.
“Student loan debt is now big-
ger than credit card debt in the
country. It’s the biggest single
type of debt there is out there
for individuals and it’s a huge
issue for America,” says Task.
A couple of everyday issues
also made the grade with gas
and oil prices coming in fourth
and fifth.
“Still has a huge sentimental
impact on how Americans feel
about the economy. So when
gasoline prices are up and oil
prices are up, we definitely feel
like, ‘Uh oh, the economy could

take a hit because of this. I’m
feeling it in my pocketbook.’ So
again, it’s no surprise that this
is on the list,” says Task.
Speaking of pocketbooks,
you’ve probably got the next
most searched item in your
wallet right now.
Coupons made the cut at num-
ber six as Americans continue
to search for ways to save
money.
Rounding out the list: Mortgage
rates were number 10 and un-
employment number nine — a
big drop from last year when it
was number one. However,
Task says that doesn’t mean
the problem is any less
persistent.“It’ s become again
part of the national sentiment
and psyche that high unemploy-
ment is here to stay. Let’s hope
it’s not. It’s starting to come
down at the end of this year.
But it’s still huge,” says Task.
As for the new year, Task ex-
pects gold will continue to rally
and hopes to see hiring on the
rise, both on this list and in re-
ality.

Year’s Top Financial Search Terms Don’t Just Hold Their Weight In Gold

with Obama’s re-election cam-
paign, but that Trump will not
be making any decisions until

May, when he finishes up the
latest season of the reality TV
show “The Apprentice.”

The Donald Quits the GOP
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In Deborah Brown’s family
lore, the American South was
a place of whites-only water
fountains and lynchings under
cover of darkness. It was a
place black people like her
mother had fled.
But for Ms. Brown, 59, a re-
tired civil servant from
Queens, the South now prom-
ises salvation.
Three generations of her fam-
ily — 10 people in all — are
moving to Atlanta from New
York, seeking to start fresh
economically and, in some
sense, to reconnect with a bit-
tersweet past.
They include Ms. Brown, her
82-year-old mother and her
26-year-old son, who has al-
ready landed a job and settled
there.
The economic downturn has
propelled a striking demo-
graphic shift: black New York-
ers, including many who are
young and college educated,
are heading south.
About 17 percent of the Afri-
can-Americans who moved to
the South from other states in
the past decade came from
New York, far more than from
any other state, according to
census data. Of the 44,474
who left New York State in
2009, more than half, or
22,508, went to the South,
according to a study con-
ducted by the sociology de-
partment of Queens College
for The New York Times.
The movement is not limited to
New York. The percentage of
blacks leaving big cities in the
East and in the Midwest and
heading to the South is now at
the highest levels in decades,
demographers say.
“I feel a strong spiritual pull to
go back to the South,” Ms.
Brown said.
Middle-class enclaves, like
Jamaica and St. Albans in
Queens, are feeding this exo-
dus. Black luminaries — like
James Brown, W. E. B. Du
Bois and Ella Fitzgerald —
once lived in St. Albans, a
neighborhood that is now be-
ing hit by high unemployment
and foreclosures.

For New Life, Blacks in City Head to South

Deborah Brown, 59, and her mother, Louise Brown, 82, plan to move from Queens to Atlanta.

The migration of middle-class
African-Americans is helping
to depress already falling hous-
ing prices. It is also depriving
the black community of invest-
ment and leadership from some
of its most educated profes-
sionals, black leaders say.
The movement marks an inver-
sion of the so-called Great Mi-
gration, which lasted roughly
from World War I to the 1970s
and saw African-Americans
moving to the industrializing
North to escape prejudice and
find work.
Spencer Crew, a history pro-
fessor at George Mason Uni-
versity who was the curator of
a prominent exhibit on the
Great Migration at the
Smithsonian Institution, said the
current exodus from New York
stemmed largely from tough
economic times.
New York is increasingly
unaffordable, and blacks see
more opportunities in the
South.
The South now represents the
potential for achievement for
black New Yorkers in a way it
had not before, Professor
Crew said. At the same time,
unionized civil service jobs that
once drew thousands of blacks
to the city are becoming more
scarce.
“New York has lost some of
its cachet for black people,”
Professor Crew said. “During
the Great Migration, blacks
went north because you could
find work if you were willing
to hustle.
But today, there is less of a
struggle to survive in the South
than in New York.
Many blacks also have emo-
tional and spiritual roots in the
South. It is like returning
home.”
Ms. Brown, who spent 35
years investigating welfare
fraud for New York State, may
have seemed the embodiment
of the black American dream
in New York City.
In the 1950s, her parents
moved to Harlem, and then to
Queens, from Atlanta. Her
grandmother was a maid; her
grandfather was a brick ma-

son. One generation later, her
parents were prospering. Her
father became a senior tax of-
ficial for the state; her mother
was an executive assistant to
the state corrections commis-
sioner.
But Ms. Brown says New York
is now less inviting. She plans
to join her 26-year-old son,
Rashid, who moved to Atlanta
from Queens last year after he
graduated with a degree in
criminology but could not find
a job in New York.
In Atlanta, he became a deputy
sheriff within weeks.
She is hoping to open a res-
taurant.
“In the South, I can buy a big
house with a garden compared
with the shoe box my retirement
savings will buy me in New
York,” she said.
The Rev. Floyd H. Flake, pas-
tor of the 23,000-member
Greater Allen African Method-
ist Episcopal Cathedral in Ja-
maica, Queens, said he was
losing hundreds of congregants
yearly to Florida, Georgia,
North Carolina and Virginia.
“For decades, Queens has
been the place where the Afri-
can-American middle class
went to buy their first home and
raise a family,” Mr. Flake said.
“But now, we are seeing a re-
versal of this as African-Ameri-
cans feel this is no longer as
easy to achieve and that the
South is more benevolent than
New York.”
Some blacks say they are leav-

ing not only to find jobs, but
also because they have
soured on race relations.
Candace Wilkins, 27, of St.
Albans, who remains unem-
ployed despite having a busi-
ness degree, plans to move to
Charlotte, N.C.
She said her decision was
prompted by an altercation
with the police.
In March 2010, witnesses say,
Ms. Wilkins was thrown
against a car by a white po-
lice officer after she tried to
help a black neighbor who
was being questioned. She
was charged with resisting ar-
rest and disorderly conduct,
according to the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office.
Ms. Wilkins disputes the
charges, which are pending,
and has filed a complaint
against the police.
A police spokeswoman said
the department was investigat-
ing her complaint.
“Life has gone full circle,” said
Ms. Wilkins, whose grand-
mother was born amid the cot-
ton fields of North Carolina
and moved to Queens in the
1950s.
“My grandmother’s genera-
tion left the South and came
to the North to escape segre-
gation and racism,” she said.
“Now, I am going back be-
cause New York has become
like the old South in its racial
attitudes.”
Many black New Yorkers
who are already in the South

say they have little desire to re-
turn to the city, even though they
get wistful at the mention of the
subways or Harlem nights.
Danitta Ross, 39, a real estate
broker who used to live in
Queens, said she moved to At-
lanta four years ago after her
company, responding to the
surge in black New Yorkers
moving south, began offering
relocation seminars. She helped
organize them, and became in-
trigued.
Ms. Ross said she had grown
up hearing stories at the dinner
table about segregation.
She said the Atlanta she discov-
ered was a cosmopolitan place
of classical music concerts, in-
terracial marriage and opulent
houses owned by black people.
A single mother, she said that for
$150,000, she was buying a
seven-room house, with a three-
car garage, on a nice plot of land.
Ms. Ross said she had experi-
enced some culture shock in the
South, and had been surprised
to find that blacks tended to
self-segregate, even in affluent
neighborhoods.
She said that the South — not
New York — was now home.
“People in Georgia have a dif-
ferent mind-set and life is more
relaxed and comfortable here,”
she said. “There is just a lot more
opportunity.”

Register And

Vote!
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A 20-year-old Jersey City
man was stabbed seven times
last night during a fight among
several of the 300 holiday shop-
pers lined up to buy the cov-
eted Nike Air  Jordan XI
Concord sneakers at the
Newport Centre Mall, police
said.
The Duncan Avenue man, at-
tacked at about 10:19 p.m., suf-
fered non-life-threatening
wounds, police said.
When police arrived at the
mall, they found the victim out-
side, drifting in and out of con-
sciousness and leaning against
a concrete column in a puddle
of blood, reports said.
At the Jersey City Medical
Center, the victim told police he
was in the line to buy the sneak-
ers at a Footlocker inside the
mall and was in front of the
Children’s Place when he got
into an argument with another
man in line, reports said. When
the two began to fight, four to
six other men joined the attack,
reports said.
The man said he thought he
was being punched but realized
he was being stabbed with
knives, reports said. He man-
aged to get away, staggered
out of the mall and collapsed
near the Hudson-Bergen light
rail station, reports said.
The victim described his at-
tackers as being in their late

The Sneaker to Die For!
teens, reports said. Police said
they found numerous blood
trails, adding that the victim was
stabbed in the back, shoulder,

leg and arm.
The sneakers, last released
five years ago, went on sale
at midnight and are copies of

the shoes Michael Jordan wore
during his 1994-’96 comeback.
They retail for $180 for men’s
sizes; $120 for kids’ sizes.

Anyone with information on the
stabbing is asked to call the Jer-
sey City police tip line at (201)
547-JAIL.

 Nike Air  Jordan XI Concord

NEW YORK (AP) Carmelo
Anthony had 21 points and
eight rebounds, and the New
York Knicks tuned up for the
NBA season opener by beat-
ing the New Jersey Nets 88-
82 on Wednesday night.
Amare Stoudemire scored 15
points, and Tyson Chandler
added eight points and 12 re-
bounds for the Knicks, who
host the Boston Celtics on Sun-
day afternoon in the first game
of the 2011-12 season.
Neither team looks ready for
real games to start: The Nets
made 50 percent of their free
throws, 15 percent of their 3-
point attempts, and starting
guard Anthony Morrow was 0
for 10 from the field. The
Knicks shot 34 percent over-
all.
“We know it’ll be a lot differ-
ent Sunday against the Celtics,”
Anthony said. “They’re pre-
paring for us, we’re preparing
for them. We have the first

NBA game of the season and
we’re excited about that. We’re
just ready to go out there and
get this thing rolling.”
Point guard Toney Douglas fin-
ished with 13 points in the first
NBA game at Madison Square
Garden since renovations began
on the arena. He got additional
time after his backup, Mike
Bibby, sat out the second half
with back spasms.
Kris Humphries, who re-signed
earlier Wednesday with the
Nets, entered in the second
quarter for his first action since
his failed marriage to reality star
Kim Kardashian. The forward
was loudly booed every time he
touched the ball in his brief stint,
a reception that rivaled what
LeBron James received in his
first visit here last season after
choosing Miami over New York.
“It’ s tough, it’s a tough situation.
New York fans are New York
fans,” said Anthony, who at-
tended the wedding. “I like it, to

be honest with you. That’s
how it should be. Our fans
shouldn’t be cheering for no-
body else.”
Chants of “We want
Humphries! We want
Humphries!” broke out in the
fourth quarter, but he did not
return.
“I felt like Rudy,” Humphries
said.
Added Deron Williams:
“That’s the first time I’ve
ever heard a crowd rooting for
an opposing player to enter the
game. It was a nice gesture,”
he added sarcastically.
Williams scored 21 points and
Brook Lopez had 15, though
11 came against Knicks re-
serves in the fourth quarter.
New York completed a sweep
of the two-game series after
winning at New Jersey on
Saturday.
“We did a great job defen-
sively, that’s the first thing
we’ve got to try to get our

grips on,” Stoudemire said. “Of-
fense is going to come, we’re
very talented offensively, that’s
going to happen, but defense is
where we seem to be making
our strides.”
Among the changes at the
arena after the first of a planned

three-year project were new
locker rooms and the removal of
the tunnel from where players
used to enter the court.
Before the game, the Knicks
announced they had claimed
Steve Novak off waivers after
he was cut by San Antonio.

Knicks great in season opener

Will Paul Pierce be ready on Xmas day? If not it will be a shoo-in!
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Chad Jones fought then like he
fights now . . . hard as hell. A
dream is at stake. There will
be no going down without turn-
ing this sucker upside down.
Do football stars or cheerlead-
ers have the better moves? You
decide.
“They were basically saying
that we don’t know if you’re
going to be able to walk again,”
Jones said.
He felt everyone’s eyes on him.
He looked to his left, then to
his right. How would he react
to what he just heard? His fam-
ily and his long-time girlfriend,
Jade, studied him as he lay in a
hospital bed, lucky to be alive
and to still have his left leg at-
tached.
“We were able to save your
foot. We saved your leg. You
see it’s still there. We just don’t
know if you’re going to be
able to get any movement out
of it.”
That’s what Jones recalls a
doctor saying to him following
a horrible car accident that
would amount to the worst day
of his life.
Soon after hearing the word
“movement” is when Jones
started plotting. He’d walk
again. He’d run again. He’d
fight through every brick wall
you put in front of him if it
meant he’d play football again.
No doctor was going to tell
Chad Jones what was physi-
cally impossible because, to
him, some things are beyond
their control. Negative informa-
tion, opinions, conclusions, what
ifs about him stepping back on
a football field as a player go in
one ear and out the other.
Jones’ story had been on my
radar for a while. In the course
of covering the New York Gi-
ants, you read a lot of clips
throughout the season. I kept
coming across articles on this
popular safety from New Or-
leans — one of the team’s
third-round draft choices in
2010 out of LSU — about the
single-car crash, where an un-
impaired Jones lost control of
his new sport utility vehicle and
slammed into a steel pole.
“I lost 98 percent of my blood.
(They) actually stuck a tube
through my neck, through my
main artery and it came out my
armpit, just to keep the same
amount of blood that was in my
body . . . to keep my heart

pumping,” Jones said about the
horrific June 25, 2010 accident.
He nearly died. He almost lost
his left leg. In article after ar-
ticle I read, it said they consid-
ered doing amputation right
there on the scene.
So as we got ready to do the
interview for the NFL on FOX
pregame show, there was a buzz
among the camera crew. I
didn’t realize to what extent
until later, when two gleeful
crew members went to shake
Jones’ thick hand after we
wrapped up the sit-down por-
tion of the shoot. Afterward, the
guys wished Jones well, but
grew most enthusiastic talking
to Jones about his LSU career,
a career that included national
titles in football in 2007 and
baseball in 2009. They knew
him by his LSU nickname,
“Dreadlocks of Doom.”

SWEET 16
Every yard and every point is
crucial as the NFL season hits
its penultimate week. VIEW
PHOTOS
Those dreads stay tied back
throughout the day, but for the
next part of the afternoon we
spent with Jones, they are des-
perate to spill out as we moved
on to a local park in New Or-
leans. Jones is going through
some speed and agility drills
with Derrick Joseph. They’re
drills meant to get him in foot-
ball shape.
“Chop. Go. Down. Good.
Down. Down. Chop, back. Get
back. Good job,” Joseph barks
to the half dozen or so gathered
there to work out with the 23-
year-old.
Dressed in shorts, it’s the first
time I see the distinct size dif-
ferences of Jones’ lower legs.
The left one looks like it was put
on the wrong person. Its size
and structure is clunky and bulky,
while the healthy right lower leg
is smooth, muscular and defined.
Oh yes, and there’s a steel rod
in his left leg that will have to
stay there for good.
Jones is having trouble with a
little stiffness today and he
grows frustrated during one drill
that requires him to plant his left
foot in a position that he or it is
reluctant to go. Physical thera-
pist Dr. John Moran and I are
chatting at the time. He excuses
himself to go help Jones, who
he’s literally seen take his first

step back on his road to recov-
ery from the crash 18 months
ago.
The three men huddle up to
discuss the source of the angst.
Here was the exchange:
Dr. Moran: “I think you’re a
little cautious to go off the toes
in the forefront.”
Jones: “I don’t know what it
is.”
Dr. Moran: “I’m thinking that
you’re not going to be able to
do that much yet.”
Jones: “I might not, and I think
that’s what it is.”
Joseph: “Relax, relax, relax.”
Taking what each day brings
is hard for a young man who
seems to hear a very loud clock
ticking in his head. Jones feels
with the jumps he keeps mak-
ing physically, re-joining the
Giants is doable for the team’s
2012 training camp for sure,
possibly even minicamp.

IT’S ON!
Who will win this week’s game
between the Eagles and Cow-
boys? Adam Schein and Peter
Schrager take sides. Rivalry
Rants
“It doesn’t really matter how
my leg’s feeling that day be-
cause I’m reaching for a goal,
striving for a goal. A goal
(that’s) six months away and I
don’t have a day to slow
down,” he says.
The Giants, who have Jones on
their reserve/non-football in-
jury list and allowed him to keep
his $826,000 signing bonus,
have not been strangers. Jones
joined the Giants on the side-
lines during their Week 12 loss
to the Saints in New Orleans.
He even shared a few words
with the team before the sea-
son.
“He just made you excited to
be around him . . . the attitude,”
coach Tom Coughlin told me
before I got meet Jones and
see it for myself.
“I think he helped us more than
he knows he did,” added Gi-
ants safety Corey Webster,
another LSU product and Loui-
siana native, who Jones ex-
pressed gratitude toward for
taking him under his wing for
the short amount of time Jones
spent with the Giants before
the accident.
“It happened just that fast,”
Webster said. “He helped us
more than he knows he did. We

try to do the same with him —
keep him motivated and keep
him moving forward.”
To want something so desper-
ately has driven Chad Jones out
of a hospital bed and through a

Chad Jones On The Comeback Trail

relentless workout and rehab
approach. He has many hurdles
to cross before reaches a place
where he feels home — playing
football again and playing foot-
ball as a New York Giant.
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